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Truth

“What is truth?” (John 18:38) It’s probably the most cynical question in Scripture. Jesus, standing in trial before Pontius Pilate, testified that he was born to testify to the truth. Behind’s Pilate question we see the notion that truth does not exist, or that if it does it doesn’t really matter. It’s no wonder that a governor with such a hollow philosophy would allow a man he knew to be innocent to be put to death. 

Pilate’s question may be part of an ancient story, but it sounds as modern as today’s headlines. We live in a world where truth seems to depend more on who has the money or the power or influence than on reality. We’ll all have to admit that in our own personal lives there are many times when we’d rather “spin” or “massage” the facts to our own advantage rather than tell the truth.

If Pilate had been with Jesus the night before the trial he would have heard an answer to his question. When Jesus was with the disciples he prayed to his Father, “Sanctify them by the truth. Your word is truth.” (John 17:17) To Pilate and all the cynics since him, here is real news: Not only is truth possible, it’s available. We need search no further than God’s word, the Bible, to find truth.

Here at Pilgrim we are building a church on the foundation of God’s word as truth. In Scripture we learn the truth of God’s nature—that he is loving and forgiving. Therefore we can face the truth that our words and actions don’t always measure up to God’s standard. In line with the truth of God’s word we can call those shortcomings, “sin.” We don’t use the word because God is vengeful, but because we know the truth—that God is forgiving, and that the blood of Jesus Christ washes us clean. 

With truth as our foundation, we have the confidence to support one another. Sometimes that support will mean that we have to call attention to another person’s sin. But we do that because the truth of God’s word has first revealed our own sin and our Savior. Then in humility we can point out the truth to others. 

Thomas once asked Jesus how he could find the way to the Father. Jesus’ answer was as clear and true then as it is now:   “I am the way and the truth and the life.” (John 14:6)

Pastor Pete Leyrer
Treasurer’s Report
	
	June 2006
	   Year to Date

7/1/05 – 6/30/06

	Income

Expenses

Income less

   Expenses
	$  46,973

    40,615

$    6,358
	$   540,595

     608,180

$    (67,585)




Treasurer (outgoing)  Bob Helmen
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	August Birthdays
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.  The Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. Isaiah 12:2

August Birthdays
Kirsi Fischer

1

Bryan Puterbaugh
1

Rachel Kuske

5


Brian Eichers

6

Joy Kilber

6

Carol Anderson

9

Laurie Gunderson
12

Kyle Huggar

12

Cari Fladager

13

Lori Heilman

13

Kathie Voss

13

Lokiani King

14

Margaret Johnson
15

Aaron Benson

16

Gerald Belsaas

17

Ethlyn Ufken

20

Ramon Belanger
22

Leonard Engstrom
22

Rena Knutson

22

Pastor Pete Leyrer
22

Patrick Neeley

22

Shirley Delano

23

Matthew Helmen
24

Calvin Huggar

25

Pauline Jorgenson
25

Donnette Sonnenfeld
25




	Jessika Knutson
27

Viola Gagnon

31
Douglas Kelm

31

August Wedding Anniversaries

James & Burnadean Johnson

August 2

Carl & Ardelle Bloedel

August 5

Mark & Lori Heilman

August 7

Leslie & Betty Wied

August 7

Scott & Shannon Gostchock

August 10

Verne & Kathie Voss


August 15

Gerald & Doris Belsaas

August 24

Arnold & Judy Fick


August 27

Jackson & Williameta Jallah


August 27

August birth stone:  
Sardonyx

August flower:  
Gladiolus or Poppy
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Reflections on the Pilgrim 
All School Reunion

	The Lord blessed the day with sunshine and pleasant temperatures as former students met classmates long separated by time or distance.  There was laughter and lots of hugs and inquiries about other classmates not present.  
My “job” was to help Sharon Fischer at the registration table…this was not a job – it was a pleasure.  One of the former students stunned us with his testimony about his life after Pilgrim.  He had drifted into drugs and thought he had left God behind.  However, God spoke to him in a real manner about where his life was headed.  His training in God’s Word came back to him; he repented and with God’s help, got his life back on track.  It gave us chills to hear his testimony.  He is currently gainfully employed, happy and studying to be a teacher with the ultimate goal to get a doctorate in theology.  There are other stories equally as compelling, of course, but this was an example of what it means to Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6
Tours of the school campus went well with students remembering exactly where they sat in the classroom, who their teachers were and some of the antics that went on in each room.  The tour ended in the lunchroom where snacks abounded and pictures boards lined the room.  People congregated and visited right up to the last minute before leaving for the Richfield Veteran’s Park picnic.  


	Some people chose to attend the picnic and not the school tour, others visa versa.   Multiple members of families who were alumni attended together: Avensons, Wieds, Sampsons, Daniels, Heilmans, Knippels, Brusts, Geiselharts, Christensens, Lewises, Belangers, and more; other alumni families were represented by single members of the family….but all were enthusiastic about their time spent learning at Pilgrim.  

Some of the alumni received special love and attention at the picnic: 
· John Wolters, who has completed his basic training in the Army and will report to a base in California next week; 
· Tim Helmen, who has completed four of six chemo therapy treatments and is doing well.

· Craig and Rena (Zumberge) Knutson who just “retired” from 12 excellent years as our 
  church custodians.   
· Former teachers were welcomed with affection: Naomi Knippel, Sharon Schwartz Ebert, Pat Fenske, Cindy Van Eshen, Kathie Voss and Doris Belsaas.
Congratulations and a big thank you to the entire Reunion Committee.  Every detail of the event was well planned and beautifully executed.  Many alumni requested an encore sometime in the future and I pray that this will happen – all to the glory of God.  

Betty Helmen


	Caring for Alzheimer's Sufferers-

Do you know someone who is suffering from Alzheimer's?  

A recent article by our WELS Commission on Special Ministries reminds us that even those with advanced Alzheimer's can often remember hymns and prayers that they learned when they were young.  One way to care for their spiritual needs is to say those easy hymns and prayers with them.  

You can order this and subsequent articles on Caring for Alzheimer's Sufferers by emailing jvstrand@redred.com or calling 507-697-6909.
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	Pilgrim Student Sponsorship

Pilgrim Church and School needs your support. Our mission is centered upon “The Great Commission,” Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
We have students in our school or looking to come to our school for the first time and need financial assistance in order to be able to attend. They need your help. Without tuition assistance and your help in sponsoring them, they will not be able to receive a Christian education at Pilgrim.

Pilgrim is a remarkable institution of quality. Over 95% of our students have gone on and graduated high school. Many have gone into and graduated college and graduate level work. Our school has been blessed and is a blessing. Through your commitment to sponsor a student, you will be helping to ensure a bright educational future and an eternal future of heaven through Christ.
	The following amounts are listed as the full charges per student. Please feel free to sponsor full amounts or portions of those amounts. No sponsorship is too small or too large. (
I  __________________________________________  

   (name) 

______________________________ (contact number) am willing to sponsor the following amounts for a student or multiple students:

non-member child (K-8)   $2,750.00
___________

member child (K-8)
     $995.00
___________

preschool child (2 days)
     $657.00
___________

preschool child (3 days)
     $972.00
___________

school lunch for a year
     $360.00
___________

Pilgrim bus for a year
     $540.00
___________

Total commitment:
         ______________



	
VICTORY… 
““Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

55
“Where, O death, is your victory?


Where, O death, is your sting?”

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 15:54b-57.

Tiger Woods. Floyd Landis. Both are tops in their field of expertise. Tiger Woods came from missing the cut at the US Open, the first time he had ever missed a cut at a major tournament, to win his second consecutive “Open” (formerly known as the British Open). The recent death of his father was still fresh in his mind. Yet he focused on his task to win an incredible victory.

Floyd Landis is most likely not as familiar to us as Tiger Woods. Yet his victory in the Tour de France is even more remarkable – a hip injury that will require hip replacement surgery later this year, falling almost ten minutes behind the leaders in a mountain climb, he surged to victory.

Remarkable victories stick in our minds. There is no more remarkable victory than our Savior Jesus in his 
victory over sin, death, and Satan himself.
	MINNESOTA DISTRICT

MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN GIVING

June 26, 2006

He sacrificed his perfect life and blood as the only price acceptable to our heavenly Father for the sins of the world. The amazing thing is – “But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

He gives us the victory. We did not sink the winning putt. We did not ride into Paris. We did not shed our blood. Yet Jesus gives us the trophy, the yellow jersey, and the eternal gift of heaven – all the while living in peace with God, knowing that our sins are forgiven, our Savior is watching and protecting us, and all our needs are in his hands.

When someone wins a big victory, there is a celebration – no holds barred. Generosity flows freely. Our lives as believers – generous lives, thankful lives – are the celebration of Jesus’ eternal victory. We do not live in the agony of defeat. We live in thrill of victory.



	
	Pastor Duane C Schmeichel

MN District MCG Chairman

763-420-9294     <revdcs@aol.com>


Planning Ahead

	
	

	SHINE   Shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life.” 
   Philippians 2:15b-16a
A WELS Singles Ministry of the Twin Cities

Meets – The 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at 6:30pm in the Fireside Room

   Bloomington Lutheran Church

   9350 Portland Ave South, Bloomington, MN  55420
   (612)888-2475
	Women’s Bible Study
Schedule

August 5

 August 26





Making Marriage Work
	* Don’t miss the last two class sessions! *
Wednesday evenings this summer
Whether you are single, happily married, or wanting to improve your relationship, these lessons and real-life stories will give you biblical and practical tips to help you cultivate a healthy and happy marriage. 

Each class begins at 6:30 PM on the date indicated and will last about one hour.


	Topics left include:
It’s Your Serve         August 2 

A Bible study about serving one another in marriage

Marriage Soup           August 9

A look at some biblical examples of marriage

	Attention Seniors 

OWLS Luncheon

Sunday, Sept 10 at 12:30 pm

St Timothy Lutheran Church

Bring your conversation hat and a dish to pass

Beverages will be provided

RSVP to Milton Koelsch  952-541-0903  Before September 1
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“Define the Future of Pilgrim”

Your Chance to Make a Difference

Join in the opportunity to Define the Future of Pilgrim: Step Two

Saturday, August 12,  9:00 AM to Noon

Pilgrim Lutheran Church is at the crossroads, and you have an opportunity to join in a journey to define the identity and vision of our congregation. Through a series of meetings “Define the Future at Pilgrim” Pilgrim Congregation is: 

· rediscovering its Core Values and Purpose
· identifying its Vision in the 21st Century
· Setting the Course for unparalleled growth and success
The journey began during a three hour presentation on July 8 that reviewed the mission of the Pilgrim Congregation and identified Core Values and Core Purpose. 

You are invited to join together in the Church Fellowship Hall to continue the journey. Chad and Kristin Ellsworth will help us begin a creative process which requires tension between:
1. Preserving the Core Values & Core Purpose

2. While Stimulating Progress into an Envisioned Future

Breakfast will be provided! For more information, please contact Kristin Ellsworth at (651) 253-2909 or kellsworth246@yahoo.com
	Camp Croix Retreat 


(  There is Still Time & Plenty of Space
August 18 – 20, 2006



	All Pilgrim members are invited to join in on this enjoyable, refreshing and relaxing, as well as spiritually uplifting weekend.  We also invite you to bring guests.  We have lots of spots to fill.  

You may arrive anytime on Friday, August 18th and stay thru Sunday, August 20th.  You are responsible for your own meals on Friday.
We have 6 bedrooms in the lodge- some have 2 double beds for families with small children. 22 cabins -  sleep up to four people (2 sets of bunk beds in each cabin).  Some Camper spots may also available to us.
Fees for the Weekend:

The total fees for both lodging/use of camp ($7.00 per night per camper goes to Camp Croix) and food (three meals Saturday and one meal on Sunday) is projected to be a very reasonable 
· $25 per person (high school and up) 
· $18 for grade school age kids 

· Preschoolers are free.





	What do you need to bring:
· your own personal items and bedding/sleeping bags. 

· your own snacks and beverages for in between meals, if desired. 

· Please bring some baked goods, such as: cookies, bars, etc. to share
Activities at Camp Croix:

· Swimming – wonderful sand beach and swimming area/boats/canoes 

· Sand volleyball/softball 

· Just relax in the sun or shade/read/enjoy the outdoors 

· Nightly board games in the lodge/campfires outdoors
Registration Next Page  (
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	Please send/turn in registration by August 7th to Darrell Sampson.  4504 Minnehaha Ave S, Mpls. MN.55406 (612) 724-7551 or to the church office 

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -    -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   
Camp Croix Registration

 
Name:__________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
Telephone: ______________________________
 

Number of adults _________ x $25.00 = $____________        MAKE CHECKS TO:  PILGRIM CHURCH

Number of students _______  x $18.00 = $____________          

Number of Pre-K __________                                                        
Totals                  __________                   $____________
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
We have set up a "Camp Croix" picture board on an easel that you can take a look at next time you are at church. It can be found in the narthex before and after the 8:30 service or out doors at the 10:00 service. Be sure and take a look and see what goes on at our Camp Croix Retreat!




Don’t Forget to Pick up your Cookbook!
Sponsored by the Girl Pioneers

Only $8.00  and packed full of good recipes and cooking tips. 

[image: image2.wmf]
Cookbooks will be available in the fellowship hall between services or 

contact Jodi Nelson for more information. 
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Ministry Staff


Pastor


Rev. Peter J. Leyrer (612) 824-4456


Director


Dr. Scott Gostchock  (763) 205-4405


Principal


Mr. Barry Gostchock (651) 207-8387


Webpage


Htttp:\www.pilgrimonline.net
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church





Celebrations & Congratulations





Memory Verse:





2 Corinthians 8:9





“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. “ [NIV]











�





�








