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In Christ All Things are Possible

How many times don’t we hear statements such as ‘that costs too much, there is no way that we can afford this position, the offerings are down and we need to cut, and other various commentary to the same nature concerning taking necessary and good steps to improve the ministry.’ 
Many times people come forward with wonderful, Christ centered ideas for how to reach out better, improve in-reach efforts, or whatever else it might be to work more effectively for the Lord only to be shot down by the negative comments that point out that it is impossible to make these improvements because we simply can not afford it! These situations are very frustrating and affect ministry very negatively. It seems as if the whole focus of ministry many times rests on trust in the almighty dollar, rather than trust in the almighty Lord! 
We as leaders in the congregations, district, and synod as a whole need to help guide everyone back to where the true focus must be and must remain: JESUS CHRIST!
We all are sinful and daily earn God’s wrath, but through the redemptive work of Christ and the Spirit worked faith in Christ that we have salvation is ours! This faith in Christ and this recognition of all that he has done for us out of love is what needs to motivate us to trust in the Lord for everything and to do everything out of love for him! We must base all that we do in God’s Word, not on earthly wisdom and advice. Forward, positive movement in faith and out of love for Christ is key in our ministry. Forgiveness is ours, eternal life is ours, now let us make sure that this message goes out to all people through amazing and wonderful ministry efforts that some might even say are “impossible.”

The Lord tells us very clearly that there is always hope and nothing is impossible through faith in Christ. Matthew 19:26 “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Matthew tells us not to trust ourselves, but put all confidence into Christ and anything is possible. 
Matthew again clearly points out to us that even when things seem the most hopeless great things can and will be done through Christ by our faith in him: Matthew 17:20 “I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” 
Mark also reaffirms these sentiments for us by stating in Mark 9:23 “Everything is possible for him who believes.” The Lord wants us to step forward and forge ahead positively with full confidence in him through our Spirit worked faith. 
Luke also tells us this exact same thing in Luke 18:27 “What is impossible with men is possible with God.” We need to challenge the status quo or the position that we must move backward and cut positions and ministry. We need to move the mountains that are in front of us. We need to do the impossible! How? Through faith in Christ and by trusting in him for all, we can and will do great things! 
Jeremiah tells us exactly this in Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
We have a future, but it must be a Christ centered future. We must be in God’s Word! We must be looking for Spiritual growth and development and that can only be found in the Word. We need to direct others and ourselves to the Word and then we can move forward in faith and move every mountain that seems to stand in our way! Not by our own power or will, but by God’s magnificent and unlimited might! We will move forward! We will move forward with Christ at the center of all that we do!

No more let comments describing the terrible straits we are in as a church, school, synod, or whatever it might be stand in the way of positive, mountain moving growth and development in the Lord! 
Trust in the Lord for all things and remember that in God through Spirit worked faith all things are possible!

Note: Pastor Leyer is on vacation. This was provided for the Newsletter by Scott Gostchock

	

Treasurer’s Report

	
	May 2006
	   Year to Date

7/1/05 – 5/31/06

	Income

Expenses

Income less

   Expenses
	$  35,135

    43,976

$   (8,841)
	$   493,622

     567,564

$    (73,942)


Bob Helmen, Treasurer
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	Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. Hebrews 11:1

July Birthdays
Herbert Johnson

2

Thomas Geiselhart

3

Shannon Gostchock

4

Harlan Johnson


5

Harriet Heldt


6

Bethel Ehlenfeldt

7

Melissa Kerber


7

Kathy Vrieze


7

Richard Brust


9

Ross Edwardson

9

Lauren Loescher

9

Christine Bedor


11

James Friton


11

Bernice Jorgensen

11

Stanley Wasley


11

Allison Loescher

14

Douglas Johnson

15

Rachel Ndekwe


15

Jane Neumann


15

Doris Belsaas


16
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	Virgil Engelke


16

Jacqueline Bonde

17

Karen Sonnenburg

17

Isabelle Lecy


19

Lorraine Ahlberg

21

Matthew Tucker, Jr.

22

Loretta Tucker


25

Lorraine Schanzenbach

26

Temple Fischer


27

Jennifer Kjornes

27

Dolores Polivany

27

Rick Puterbaugh

27

Norm Rogers


27

Elaine Noethe


28

Trisa Fischer


30

Andrew Leyrer


31

July birth stone:  Ruby

July flower:  Larkspur

July Wedding Anniversaries

James & Lucille Flavin                  July 9

Cory & Tammy Bandelin               July 24


Red Cross Blood Drive       [image: image2.wmf]
First – thanks to the faithful Pilgrim volunteers who managed the drive on June 3, 2006, Laurie Sorensen, Dorothy DeYoung, Koleen Piske, Ann Aune, LaVonne Vrchota, Galen Sommers, Cory Bandelin. Thanks and appreciation for the quite regular presenters. We had 32 presenters (4 deferred) that resulted in 28 pints obtained.
Background info- approximately 50 people were contacted, some in person, others per phone (several calls) and all by reminder cards giving date, time and location. The 28 units were the LOWEST ever obtained in all the years we’ve had the blood drive.
As requested, several prospective donors acknowledged an advance that they would not be able to participate. There were also date or NO responses. Calls to “no shows” on June 3rd brought a variety of responses-“forgot”, “no baby sitter”, “too busy”, (timing had already been juggled to accommodate requests). Red Cross assigners are based on expected number of donors-after I’ve called 7-10 days in advance. This time the Red Cross staff had a lengthy lunch break. We would appreciate suggestions to obtain better compliance. 
Thanks again and may the Lord bless and motivate us for future drives.










Norma Seebach

Beautiful Camp Croix – a Myth??

Is there such a place of beauty as described in the last two newsletters?  A place where nature and people can commune in peace for a whole weekend?  
Definitely, YES!  
Check out the photos from last year’s retreat posted in the church entrance during the 8:30 Sunday service and outside by the bulletin pick up spot at the 10:30 worship service….and register for your spot on 
August 18-20, 2006.

SHINE   Shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life.” 


     Philippians 2:15b-16a

A WELS Singles Ministry of the Twin Cities.

Bloomington Lutheran Church

9350 Portland Ave South, Bloomington, MN  55420

(612)888-2475

Meets – The 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at 6:30pm in the Fireside Room
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Ministry of Christian Giving

Minnesota District – Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod










May 23, 2006

LOOK WHAT A LITTLE ‘INNERFIRE’ CAN DO!

Seven year-old Braxton Bilbrey of Glendale, AZ, recently became one of the youngest swimmers ever to cross the .4 mile long channel between Alcatraz Island and San Francisco, the second-grader accomplished the amazing feat accompanied by his coach and two other adults.  Swift-moving currents and chilly, 50 degree water make the swim a test of determination and endurance. 

As far-fetched an idea as it seemed (Braxton read about a nine your-old boy who made the same swim last year), his parents were supportive when they saw how much he wanted it.  He trained two hours a day, four days a week.  After helping his wet-suit-clad son out of the water, Steve 
Bilbrey said of Braxton, “He did great. He looked so strong. He did so awesome. I’m proud of him.”

Middle-aged men can do some amazing things too, when there’s fire on the inside. His weathered face and calloused hands suggested he was more suited for outdoor manual labor than public speaking. Lugging nets and hauling in the day’s catch did come naturally to him. But a career change put him into the Teacher’s training program.

Exactly what a fisher-of-men does became clear the day the Holy Spirit came upon him and his fellow students in an impressive display of heavenly might. Peter preached. Confidently and unashamedly he told his countrymen about Jesus, whom he had come to know as his and the world’s crucified, risen, and ascended Savior. With zeal channeled in the right direction – to exalt Christ, Peter preached and 3000 hearts were turned to faith.

With the same fire burning inside, we preach Jesus. Because it is God’s desire that all hear and come to the knowledge of the truth, that’s what we want too! Trusting the Word to work, leaving the exact outcome to him, we witness faithfully and wait the Father’s approval: “Well done.”

NEW DISTRICT CHAIRMAN APPOINTED

This installment of the “news from the WELS” is my final piece of correspondence to you. After two six-year terms, my service to out district as MCG/CCFS district chairman has come to an end. 

President Larry Cross has appointed Pastor Duane Schmeichel of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Maple Grove, as my successor. He will be sending you our district’s MCG new and information. His e-mail address is revdcs@aol.com
Thank you, sincerely, for the opportunity to work with you in this aspect of growing God’s people in their Christian lives. 









In Jesus’ name, 









Pastor Thomas J. Smith









MINNCCFS@aol.com  504-455-2729
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Planning Ahead
Wednesday evenings this summer

Making Marriage Work
Whether you are single, happily married, or wanting to improve your relationship, these lessons and real-life stories will give you biblical and practical tips to help you cultivate a healthy and happy marriage. 

Each class begins at 6:30 PM on the date indicated and will last about one hour.

Topics include:

	Myths
	June 21
	Is there a “happily ever after?”

	Pressure
	July 5
	I don’t know if I can forgive my spouse!

	Conflict
	July 12
	Why do we fight so much?

	Faith
	July 26
	How can we deepen our faith together?

	These first four lessons feature video presentations by marriage experts Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott.    Also included in the series:

	It’s Your Serve
	August 2
	A Bible study about serving one another in marriage

	Marriage Soup
	August 9
	A look at some biblical examples of marriage


Rummage Sale  
Thursday thru Saturday, July 27 – 29
Sponsored by Sunday Schools of Pilgrim and St Johns

This is a great opportunity to do some downsizing and allow those lonely unused items to find new happy homes. If you have things to donate that are in good condition bring them to the Pilgrim gym after July 1st. 

Also, if you are able to help with setup, cleanup, and working during the sale, please contact: 

Zoe Herzig (736) 360-6150
The money raised will be used for planned outreach programs. Thank you for your support in this effort!
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Camp Croix Retreat

August 18 – 20, 2006

 

All Pilgrim members are invited to join in on this enjoyable, refreshing and relaxing, as well as spiritually uplifting weekend.  We also invite you to bring guests.  We have lots of spots to fill.  

You may arrive anytime on Friday, August 18th and stay thru Sunday, August 20th.  You are responsible for your own meals on Friday.
We have 6 bedrooms in the lodge- some have 2 double beds for families with small children. 22 cabins -  sleep up to four people (2 sets of bunk beds in each cabin).  Some Camper spots may also available to us.
Fees for the Weekend:

The total fees for both lodging/use of camp ($7.00 per night per camper goes to Camp Croix) and food (three meals Saturday and one meal on Sunday) is projected to be a very reasonable 
· $25 per person (high school and up) 
· $18 for grade school age kids 

· Preschoolers are free.
What do you need to bring:

· your own personal items and bedding/sleeping bags. 

· your own snacks and beverages for in between meals, if desired. 

· Please bring some baked goods, such as: cookies, bars, etc. to share
Activities at Camp Croix:

· Swimming – wonderful sand beach and swimming area/boats/canoes 

· Sand volleyball/softball 

· Just relax in the sun or shade/read/enjoy the outdoors 

· Nightly board games in the lodge/campfires outdoors
 

Please send/turn in registration by August 7th to Darrell Sampson.  4504 Minnehaha Ave S, Mpls. MN.55406 (612) 724-7551 or to the church office 

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -    -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   
Camp Croix Registration

 

Name:__________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
Telephone: ______________________________
 

Number of adults _________ x $25.00 = $____________        MAKE CHECKS TO:  PILGRIM CHURCH

Number of students _______  x $18.00 = $____________          

Number of Pre-K __________                                                        
Totals                  __________                   $____________
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
We have set up a "Camp Croix" picture board on an easel that you can take a look at next time you are at church. It can be found in the narthex before and after the 8:30 service or out doors at the 10:00 service. Be sure and take a look and see what goes on at our Camp Croix Retreat!
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Ministry Staff


Pastor


Rev. Peter J. Leyrer (612) 827-2723


Director


Dr. Scott Gostchock  (763) 205-4405


Principal


Mr. Barry Gostchock (651) 207-8387


Webpage


Htttp:\www. pilgrimonline.net
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church





Celebrations & Congratulations





Thank-you





I want to thank the members of Pilgrim for the prayers and cards I received during my recent surgery and recovery for knee replacement.  Also, to thank Pastor Pete for his visit. 									Harlan Johnson











