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Window of Opportunity

I had sort of an “Indiana Jones” moment not long ago. You remember Indiana Jones—the movie hero whose adventures take him around the world in search of archaeological treasure and into conflict with murderous thugs and villains.

Well, maybe my “moment” wasn’t quite that exciting. But I did feel like I discovered a hidden treasure right here at Pilgrim.

I’ve always loved the art glass windows in our church building. The story of Jesus’ life runs through the smaller windows on the side. Other windows depict different stories or biblical truths. I puzzled over the “gallery” window—the large window that dominates the balcony. According to an inscription on the glass itself, it was produced by Peter Dohmen studios of St. Paul. A little digging in some church records revealed that it was installed in “about 1962.” (If anybody knows more detail about the history of this beautiful window, please let me know.)

But I didn’t puzzle so much over the history of the window as its theme. The Bible passage at the bottom of the window is Luke 24:31: “Then their eyes were opened and they knew him.” The verse comes from the story of the disciples on the way to Emmaus. Jesus walked with these two men on Easter evening, but they didn’t recognize him as he explained the Scriptures. When the group stopped for the night they realized it was Jesus when he broke bread. Jesus then disappeared and the disciples hurried back to Jerusalem to tell the others. (If you’d like to review the story for yourself, it’s in Luke 24:13-35) The window depicts the moment when Jesus broke bread and the disciples recognized him. 

I know the story, but I was still puzzled. The Bible verse on the window is written backwards. Therefore, it was meant to be read from outside the building. That feature of the window has been frustrated by a protective Plexiglas covering that has clouded with age. 

So . . . why was I puzzled? 
Window...con’t
I wondered first of all why this story had been chosen as the theme for the largest window in the building. Usually the large window in a church building is the “Good Shepherd” window or it will depict Christ’s ascension. I’ve seen other stories in large windows like this one, but Pilgrim is the only place where I’ve seen this story as the largest one. Next question: why was it designed to be read from the outside rather than the inside?

Then it hit me . . . That’s the Pilgrim Window. The disciples were pilgrims, people on a spiritual journey. The sad news of Jesus’ death discouraged them. Jesus walked with them in their time of sorrow and confusion. He walked with them even when they didn’t recognize him. 

That window is there to testify to the truth that at whatever stage in your pilgrimage you find yourself, whatever burden or sorrow you carry, Jesus is with you. And we exist as a Christian church to help people know Jesus.

God bless you, pilgrims!
Pastor Pete Leyrer
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
	

Treasurer’s Report

	
	April 2006
	   Year to Date

7/1/05 – 4/30/06

	Income

Expenses

Income less

   Expenses
	$  51,763

    50,200

$    1,563
	$   458,487

     523,588

$    (65,101)




*As has been noted previously year-to-date expenses include approximately $19,000 of moving expense.




Bob Helmen, Treasurer

Dear Members of Pilgrim,

The ‘Opening Pilgrim to the Community’ strategic planning group is interested in knowing if there is anyone who is in need of transportation to church. We would like to try to get a list of individuals in need of a ride to church and match them up with a form of transportation. 

If you would like to be a part of this effort either needing a ride or providing transportation, please call the church office (612) 825-5375 and leave a message for Shannon Gostchock. 
In Christ,

Shannon Gostchock

mrsg531@juno.com

W 612-825-5375

H 763-205-4405
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“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN, AND YET HAVE BELIEVED” – John 20:29

When I needed a set of wrenches recently, I didn’t think twice.  I went to Sears and bought a set of Craftsman wrenches.  Why?  Because of the quality.  Because of the lifetime replacement guarantee.  Because they’re the best.  I could have gotten something cheaper at a discount store, but in the long run I would have been disappointed.

Have you noticed how inferior Satan’s tools are?  The devil used simple logic to keep Thomas in the dark on Jesus’ resurrection.  It’s simply unreasonable to believe that a person who has died can live again, so Thomas would not believe it … unless.  

Jesus accepted the challenge.  He showed himself alive and taught Thomas, and us, that there’s something more reliable than even experience, what our five senses tell us.  The hand of faith grasps the promises of God.  “Faith,” the writer of the Letter to the Hebrews tells us, “is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Heb. 11:1).  

The devil’s toolbox is full of cheap tools – the appeal to reason, the seeming sensibleness of what often are hollow arguments and outright deception.  Witness the devil’s working in our world right now.  An advertisement by the National Geographic Society invites the curious:   “Mystery and controversy surround the Judas Gospel – one of the early Christian texts called the Gnostic Gospels.”  When Dan Brown’s fanciful story, the Da Vinci Code, is released as a film starring Tom Hanks on May 19th, we will be treated to even more lies and some people will likely become more muddled in their thinking.

Our faith, the Christian faith, is based on fact, not fantasy in any way, shape or form.  A flesh-and-blood Jesus died on a wooden cross with iron nails piecing his hands and feet.  The Son of God was laid lifeless in a tomb carved out of rock.  And he rose from that grave to live again, to breathe earth’s air and breathe on his disciples and empower them to carry forth the message of sins forgiven.  These events really happened.  They unfolded just as Holy Scripture said they would.  

God builds with the best tools, the most reliable tools, quality tools.  As a result, we can be sure we will never be disappointed.

“WALKING TOGETHER SUNDAY”

Materials for observing a “Walking Together Sunday” in your congregation were sent out in late winter.  The date suggested is the first Sunday in May – May 7, “Good Shepherd Sunday” (although any Sunday in the Easter season would serve well).
“Walking Together Sunday” is a celebration of what we, by the grace of God, are able to accomplish as a synod.  Our synod allows us to pool our talents and resources to bring Jesus to more people in ways we could not do alone. 

Gifts up to the $800,000 level will be directed toward our WELS mission and ministry program and beyond that amount to Martin Luther College.

Thank you for your participation in “Walking Together Sunday”!





Pastor Thomas Smith





MN District CCFS Chairman





507-455-2729   <MINNCCFS@aol.com>
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Celebrations & Congratulations
	May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:13

June Birthdays
Nicholas Loescher

2

Brett Crumlett


3

Clarence Heldt

3

Ake’la Johnson

5

Elizabeth Laudolff

5

Michael Dieter

7

Grace Ribolzi


7

Geraldine Michael

8

Darlene Moy


11

JoAnn Owens


11

Susan Noonan


13

Duane Sonnenburg

13

LaVonne Vrchota

14

Les Wied


14

Julianne Johnson

16

Alyson Sroga


16

Kate Voss


16

Carol Johnson


18

Darrell Miller


19

Christine Bonde

20
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	Christine Bonde

20

Jonathan Hudrlik

21

Allen Geiselhart

22

Betty Wied


22

Lynn Burmeister

25

Sandra Puterbaugh

25

Elaine Kennedy

26

Amanda Neumann

26

Cory Bandelin


27

Thomas Odegard

27

Arnold Fick


28

Sarai Gostchock

28

Christian Ndekwe

30

 June  birth stone: Pearl

 June flower:  Rose or Honeysuckle

June Wedding Anniversaries

Jeffrey & Donna Ditzel


June 4

Aaron & Elisabeth Robinson


June 10

Robert & Laurie Gunderson


June 20

Donald & Darlene Sonnenfeld


June 21

Floyd & Margaret Rodmyre


June 26

Walt & Dene Zimmermann


June 28

Orville & Shirley Delano


June 29
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Planning Ahead
Wednesday evenings this summer

Making Marriage Work
Whether you are single, happily married, or wanting to improve your relationship, these lessons and real-life stories will give you biblical and practical tips to help you cultivate a healthy and happy marriage. 

Each class begins at 6:30 PM on the date indicated and will last about one hour.

Topics include:

	Myths
	June 21
	Is there a “happily ever after?”

	Pressure
	July 5
	I don’t know if I can forgive my spouse!

	Conflict
	July 12
	Why do we fight so much?

	Faith
	July 26
	How can we deepen our faith together?

	These first four lessons feature video presentations by marriage experts Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott

Also included in the series:

	It’s Your Serve
	August 2
	A Bible study about serving one another in marriage

	Marriage Soup
	August 9
	A look at some biblical examples of marriage


Youth Group Car Wash

Sunday, June 4, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

The Youth Group will be sponsoring a car wash at the “Wash Me” Car Wash on the corner of Nicollet and 
40th Street. The fundraiser will help defray the cost of our Summer event in Mauston, WI in June. 

Rummage Sale  
Thursday thru Saturday, July 27 – 29
Sponsored by Sunday Schools of Pilgrim and St Johns

This is a great opportunity to do some downsizing and allow those lonely unused items to find new happy homes. If you have things to donate that are in good condition bring them to the Pilgrim gym after July 1st. 

Also, if you are able to help with setup, cleanup, and working during the sale, please contact: 

Zoe Herzig (736) 360-6150
The money raised will be used for planned outreach programs. Thank you for your support in this effort!
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Family Camp Refreshes the Spirit
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Plan Now to “Be a Happy Camper”

A great way to top off your summer would be to head to the lake for a weekend

Pilgrim Family Camp Weekend at Camp Croix on Rooney Lake, Wisconsin, on August 18, 19 and 20. 

The invitation is open to anyone who wants to experience nature at its best.  

Examples:

….Loons calling to each other on the lake -- tracking them in a canoe.

…..Taking a short path to observe the HUGE eagles nest high in an evergreen tree.

….…Watching chipmunks playing around camp.

…….…Seeing stars clearly without the distraction of city lights.

…………Worshiping and singing camp songs outside around a campfire.

The Lord speaks to us in the city, but His voice seems clearer in the woods! 
Call Darrell Sampson, 612-724-7551, if you have any questions.  Watch for the registration notice in the bulletin this summer.    

                     
[image: image3]
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Come and Join the Fun – Register Early

We will discover the 10 Commandments! You’ll love traveling back in time to exciting places that will help you understand God’s Word

You will Visit: The Mayan Jungle, a medieval castle, and ancient laboratory, a Native American Village, and a Hawaiian Volcano as we dive into fun games, meaningful activities, Bible memory, cool crafts, and creative snacks – all with one purpose – to learn about God’s good teachings in the Bible.

All children ages 4 – 12 are invited to join the excitement for this Very exciting Bible School program! 

Place: 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church


3901 1st Ave South



Minneapolis, MN  55409

Date: 

July 31 thru August 4, 2006

Time: 

8:00 Breakfast



8:30 – 11:30 am Program

Contact: 612-82505375 to register or turn registration form in to the church office.

Take the time to register TODAY!!!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Registration for Time-Stone Travelers - Bible School – 2006
Please Print
	Child’s Name


	

	Grade and Age


	

	Parent’s Name


	

	Address


	

	Phone Number


	

	Emergency Contact


	

	Special Considerations (allergies,etc.)
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Ministry Staff


Pastor


Rev. Peter J. Leyrer (612) 827-2723


Director


Dr. Scott Gostchock  (763) 205-4405


Principal


Mr. Barry Gostchock (651) 207-8387


Webpage


Htttp:\www. pilgrimonline.net
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‘HAPPY FATHER’S DAY’


Sunday - June 18 th





I went looking for some clip art


to use for a Father’s Day recognition.


I found more than 18 that contained


a Tie and only 2 with Golf Clubs.


I got to thinking maybe there is some


message in this Tie thing.


While Father’s Day really lasts more


than just one day a year, isn’t it true


that we are Tied to our Heavenly Father for eternity.
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