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From the Desk of Pastor Pete 
 

A peaceful visit from Iraq 

 

You just never know where something will lead. 

In July of this year the Minneapolis city council signed an agreement to become a sister city to Najaf, 

Iraq.A Sister City relationship is a formal agreement signed by the governing bodies of each city 

committing to long term sharing of cultural, educational, and citizen resources. It is a symbolic 

statement of friendship and cooperation, but also an official commitment to build tangible connections. 

(http://reconciliationproject.org) 

 

That decision led to a visit from delegates of the Iraqi and American Reconciliation Project. This group 

of educators and other professionals seeks peaceful interchanges between our two countries. They 

arrived in the United States on September 18 and returned home on October 2. 

 

That visit led to a unique opportunity for Pilgrim Lutheran School. Dr. Scott Gostchock, our Director 

of Christian Development, was asked if the school would be open to a visit from Reconciliation Project 

delegation. He jumped at the chance, and Pilgrim was the only elementary school that the group 

visited. 
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On the morning of October 1 the group of thirteen delegates plus a few American support people 

arrived. We started with some refreshments and introductions, and then Scott spoke about education in 

the United States: public and private, as well as the ñschool choiceò and charter school options that 

appear in various parts of the country. And of course, he also spoke about our school and some of the 

things that make it unique. A slide presentation in the background gave the delegates a look at some of 

our students and activities. Next, they asked lots of questions about education in America and our 

school in particular. 

 

My turn came next. I had already explained that as a Christian school, we believe it is important to 

pass spiritual values on to our students. Then I told the story of the Good Samaritan. I said that Jesus 

had told that story in response to the question, ñWho is my neighbor?ò Jesus teaches, I concluded, that 

all people are our neighbors, especially those who have a need. I welcomed them and bid them peace 

in the name of Jesus. After the story we presented two gifts: a photograph of all the students with their 

signatures and the word  

 

ñpeaceò written in English and Arabic on the frame; and a Bible with the staffôs signatures on the 

presentation page. I bookmarked the story of the Good Samaritan. When he received the gifts, 

delegation leader Sami Rasouli said ñAll Muslims know that we should listen to the words of the 

prophets like Moses and Jesus. So we thank you for your teaching today.ò  

 

Next, the delegation broke into smaller groups so that some of our seventh and eighth grade students 

could lead them on tours. During the tour I sat with one of the delegates who didnôt feel like walking. 

Although he struggled with English, he told me about his life in Iraq, and the difference between Shiôa 

and Sunni Muslims. (They were all Shiôa) I talked about my life in America, and a bit more about my 

faith.  

 
As part of the tour, the delegates all looked at the mural on our school building. Itôs my hope and 

prayer that they take to heart the message of the tree of life: ñThe leaves of the tree are for the healing 

of the nations.ò We only had a couple of hours, but I was very proud of the way that our staff and 

students let the light of Jesusô gospel shine that day. 

 

And where will this lead? Only the Lord knows! But before the delegation left they asked if weôd be 

willing to help them start a school in Iraq. Mr. Rasouli is still in the United States and stays in touch 

with us. Could the Lord be opening a door for us? Itôs my prayer that the gospel seeds we planted will 

bear the fruit of spiritual peace. And maybe, just maybe, there will be an opportunity for us to sow 

seeds in another part of the world. 

 

You just never know where something will lead. 

 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of 

God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the 

tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are 

for the healing of the nations. 

  --Revelation 22:1-2 
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PLEASE HELP 

RESTOCK FOOD 

SHELF 

The food shelf is in 

need of cereal, fruit, 

meat, and soup.  Any 

other food items that 

are useful to families 

are greatly appreciated!  

Thank you for your 

kindness and 

generosity!  A 

generous man will 

himself be blessed, for 

he shares his food with 

the poor.  Proverbs 

22:9 

         

      

                      
 

 

 

Celebrations / Congratulations  

 

 
 

November Birthdays 

 

Bob Florin   1 

Bill Brust   3 

Jeremy Juern  4 

Floyd Rodmyre  4 

Dorotha Dorschner 5 

Oliver McAghon  5 

Les Swanson  5 

Andrea Neumann  6 

Heather Herzig  7 

Violet Eichers  8 

James Walker  9 

Linda Petroske  11 

Donovan Cambrice 14 

Chaisjon Combs (Georgia)14 

Dennis Jensen  14 

Elisa Sorensen   14 

Ardelle Bloedel  15 

Alaris Russell  20 

Heiress Russell  20 

Corey Puterbaugh  22 

Shirley Jensen  24 

Jodi Nelson   27 

Eunice Johnson  30 

Caroline Odegard  30 
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Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Leslie & Arleen Swanson            14 

William & Sondra Brust             23 

Harlan & Margaret Johnson      23 

Virgil & Luella Engelke              30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GUILD'S MAKE AND BAKE SALE 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2009 

The Pilgrim Ladies Guild will hold a one-day Craft and Bake Sale on Sunday, November 15th. Every 

person at Pilgrim is invited to be part of this event by baking treats or making something. If you are not 

able to contribute, please plan to come and purchase a delicious treat to eat or buy a gift for yourself 

or a friend. We will also have a drawing for a  basket full of "Christmas Tea". The basket contains 

the book, "A Cup of Christmas Tea", a teapot, cup & saucer, teas,and other delightful items. Tickets 

($1 each) can be purchased during coffee/fellowship hours between services from Sondra Brust. The 

Guild appreciates help from all to make this a successful fund raising event. Monies are used to raise 

funds to give to the missions we support all over the world. Thank you!      
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Dates to Remember: 

Nov. 7th, Blood Drive 

Nov 15
th

, Guild Make ï

n-Bake sale 
.  

 

 

 

 

LOST AND FOUND 

Lost and found items 

are in a basket by the 

tracts in the narthex (1
st
 

Avenue entrance) of the 

church.  Call the 

church office at 612-

825-5375 to inquire 

about lost items. 
 

Announcements/ Dates to remember 

 

 

Blood Drive 

Attention Blood Donors !!! 

September 11, 2009 was the last day you 

could donate blood if you are planning todonate for 

the Pilgrim Blood Drive on November 7th. Red 

Cross states that donors can give blood once every 

56 days up to 6 times a year. If you have 

any questions or you would like to make an 

appointment, please call 

612-861-6182. 

 

Laurie Sorensen 

Blood Drive Coordinator 

 

November 7, 2009 

8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

We also accept walk-ins 

 
PILGRIM WORSHIP 

SERVICES AVAILABLE**  

Pilgrim worship services are 

available in video and audio 

on our Pilgrim website 

(pilgrimonline.net). 

 

**A CD is also made of each 

Sunday Worship Service and is 

available for those who do not 

have access to a 

computer.  Just call the church 

office or Betty, 612-823-

4885, to request that a CD be 

mailed to you. 

 

 

https://www.givelife.org/index_flash.cfm


 

 

More Pilgrim! 

 

Hereôs something newðPilgrim is now on cable TV!  

If you live in Edina, Eden Prairie, Hopkins, Minnetonka or Richfield you can 

see our worship services on cable channel 15 Wednesdayôs at 4:30 p.m. and 

Thursdayôs at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Weôre not on Minneapolis cable yet, but that will be coming soon! 

You can also watch and listen to our worship services on our website. On the main page, go to 

the menu on the left side. Click on ñworship recordings.ò 

Many thanks to Larry McGowan for his hard work and creative efforts! If you havenôt seen 

these recordings yet, check them out! 

 

 

Another trip to China for Pastor Pete 

 

As you probably know, Tammy Leyrer teaches at St. Croix Lutheran High 

School and serves as an admissions counselor in the schoolôs international 

program. This month she and Pastor Leyrer will travel to Beijing and 

Shanghai, China to recruit new students and visit with parents of some current 

students. Please keep the trip in your prayers! 

God willing, the Leyrerôs will leave on Nov. 14 and return on the Nov. 22. Pastor Robinson will 

preach on November 15 and 22. 

If you need to speak with a pastor while the Leyrerôs are out of town, please call the church 

office. Weôll have referrals for you. 

Stay tuned for another ñtravelogueò presentation after their return!          
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News From Pilgrim Lutheran School  

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 

AT PILGRIM LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

 

November 13
th
 - 5:30 PM: basketball at Pilgrim vs Bloomington 2 

November 20
th
 - 5:30 PM: Basketball at St. John's - St. Paul 

 

 
News From St. Croix Lutheran High School  

 
 

Seasons Crafts Boutique 

Festival of Seasons Craft Boutique, November 14, 2009, 9am-4pm 

 

 

St. Croix Honors Current Military & Veterans 

St. Croix students and staff invite the public to a Veterans' Day 

program honoring those currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces and all 

veterans. 

Wednesday, November 11, 2009 

9:00 a.m. ï registration, coffee social 

9:45 a.m. ï we invite you to Chapel with us 

10:15 a.m. ï ceremony in gymnasium 

Guest Speaker 

Color Guard 

Patriotic Music  by Crusader Band and Choir 

Pre-register by calling 651-455-1521, x101 

 
 

Children's Theatre- The Surprising Story of the Three Little Pigs 

Saturday November 21
st
, 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Sunday November 22
nd

, - 2:00 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

News From West Lutheran High School  
 

 

November 7
th
, 

West Lutheran High School will be hosting the Twin Cities Fine Arts Fair (TCFAF) on 

Saturday, November 7.  Students from area Lutheran elementary schools will be participating 

in individual and ensemble events during the day.  The festival will conclude with a choir and 

band concert late in the afternoon.  Everyone is invited to attend. Doors open at 8:00 a.m, 

concert starts at 5:00 p.m.  

 

November 11 

West Lutheran High School will be sponsoring a Veteranôs Day continental breakfast followed 

by a special chapel service.  If you are a veteran and would like to attend or if you know a 

veteran who may like an invitation, please email their name and address to Gary Bain at 

gbain@wlhs.net or Patty Lindgren at plindgren@wlhs.net. 

 

 

KING ARTHURS CALAMITY PLAY 

Friday November 13
th
, 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday November 14
th
, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

[7]  

mailto:gbain@wlhs.net
mailto:plindgren@wlhs.net


 

 

FAMILY  FUN TIME
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