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((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Love

In about A.D. 200 a man who lived in the Roman city of Carthage watched the games that most Romans of the day enjoyed: gladiators killing each other, wild animals eating criminals alive. He noticed that the people who called themselves “Christians” met death with calm confidence. He investigated, and eventually became a Christian himself. 

The man’s name was Tertullian and to this day people study his writings on the nature of Christianity. He wrote for the people he had come from: unbelieving Romans who either hated or feared the Christian faith. Probably his most famous quote is, “Look how they love one another . . . and how they are willing to die for one another.” (Apologeticum 39:27)

Tertullian’s argument to those unbelieving Romans was simple: look at the Christian way of life and see for yourself. 

Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:35) Love is still the trademark that we bear as followers of Jesus. And it’s a powerful witness to a watching world. If we are looking for ways to attract people to our church, let’s look first of all for ways to love one another. When we reach out with a word of encouragement or a helping hand we put Jesus’ words into practice. When we lovingly work to restore a brother or sister who struggles in doubt or sin we show ourselves to be Christ’s disciples.

What do people see when they look at our church? Just as in the days of ancient Rome, real Christian love is a rare thing in our world. Much of what the world calls “love” is a selfish desire to satisfy our own needs. When the love of Christ motivates us to love one another selflessly we show the world something they can’t find anywhere else. And they will notice.

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.” (1 John 4:7)

Pastor Pete Leyrer
Treasurer’s Report
	
	August 2006
	   Year to Date

	Income

Expenses

Income less

   Expenses
	$  37,658
    44,964
$  (7,306)  
	Net Loss
$    (23,267)




[image: image1.emf]0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

Budget Offerings Actual Offerings

Church Offerings Aug YTD


[image: image2.wmf]
	 October Birthdays

What a blessing to be able to greet in the Lord those having October birthdays or anniversaries when you see them in church.

Marcella Laux

1

Isaac Denn

2

Jenny Donner

7

Deanna King

10

Judy Fick

11

Gary Schatzlein
12

Sharon Fischer
14

Paul Weist

18

Jeffrey Ahlberg
19

Craig Knutson

24

Jeremy Heilman
26

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

Colossians 3:12
	Nicole Chernohorsky
27

Mary Crumlett

27

Daniel Wease-Casci
28

Mary Jean Florin
29

Charles Combs Jr.
30

Nathan Moy

30

Sarah Ribolzi

30

Irene Bittner

31

Jon Gerdes

31

October Wedding  Anniversaries

Michael & Peg Heilman  
   October 3

Craig & Rena Knutson               October 10 (both came from long-time Pilgrim families)  

Michael & Dorothy DeYoung     October 30
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	Camp Croix: 
A Good Time Was Had By All

Fifty-five people traveled to beautiful Camp Croix near Danbury, Wisconsin on August 18-20 for the annual Pilgrim Camp Weekend. 
Spirits were high as campers arrived Friday and put their gear in assigned red cabins or in bedrooms on the second floor of the lodge.  For many, the first order of business is to check out the eagles’ nest just a stones throw into the woods from the vicar’s cabin.  I’m sorry to report that the nest had blown down just two weeks before our arrival during a wild storm.  On the way down the nest broke the top off a fir tree and lay on the ground in a circle of scattered large and small sticks.  No doubt about it, it had been huge.  The eagles’ survival was confirmed the next day when they were spotted soaring over the lake.  

              [image: image3.wmf]
God gave us much to marvel about during the weekend.  The weather was absolutely perfect—a light rain fell on Friday night when everyone was sleeping and the remainder of the time it was sunny and mild.  After a hearty breakfast on Saturday morning, some took to the beach for swimming and fishing off the dock, others tracked down the loons while on a canoe ride, and back at the lodge, two sets of “monkey golf” games were going.  In the afternoon, a game of softball was good entertainment for players and fans.  Each team was made up of both young kids (as young as four) teens and mature adults.  One team seemed to dominate but the dinner bell rang before the game was completed so final win/loss stats cannot be reported.  Check with team captains Scott Gostchock or Cory Puterbaugh, if you have questions.  
	                [image: image4.wmf]
There was one glitch—geese had invaded parts of the camp the preceding week and the beach and softball field were a bit messy from the droppings.  During the ballgame the geese attempted to move into the field.  Duane Sonnenburg and Red Herzig were on goose patrol and took charge of the situation by sending the geese swimming with noise from their toy cap guns.

More highlights: A small group Bible study after lunch on Saturday on “Forgiveness” led by Scott Gostchock,.  Grace Rebolzi, age three, sat in her little lawn chair belting out the song, “Rise and Shine” before the Saturday evening campfire began.  Toddler Rachel Homan very conscientiously stuffed her summer top and pants with sand as she sat on the ground during the Sunday worship service.  Big brother Ben Sroga proudly pushed his two younger sisters, Alyson and Sarah in a double stroller.  (That’s right, Cyndi and Brian Sroga had all three kids there – Sarah is so new, she slept in a dresser drawer in the cabin.)  

 It feels like one big family at Camp Croix.  The undisturbed peace and quiet takes away stress and brings God is closer than ever.  Don’t take my word for it, join the family next year!

Betty Helmen
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	>> Girl Pioneers <<

	The Girl Pioneers will meet first and third wed of each month except for December 

Sponsored Projects: 
Girl Pioneers will be selling Wreaths again this year.

We will start October 15 th between services or

you can call Jodi Nelson at 612-861-1260.

. 
[image: image5.wmf]
	Don’t Forget to Pick up your Cookbook!
Only $8.00  and packed full of good recipes and cooking tips. 
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(((((((   Urban Stars    (((((((
The “Urban Stars” basketball program, run by a South Minneapolis community youth organization by the name of “Urban Ventures” http://www.urbanventures.org/ is a program designed to assist youth and build community in the South Minneapolis by providing varied and high quality activities.
· Vision
Urban Ventures Leadership Foundation is an organization of servant leaders focused on helping our community's residents and businesses develop their assets and capacities in ways that help build a livable and sustainable neighborhood. 

· Mission
Our mission is to build successful community in South Minneapolis.
· 3 Overall Arching Programs
1. Developing youth leadership

2. Strengthening Families
3. Creating meaningful work opportunities
Here is a little history of The Twin Cities WELS Kingdom Workers involvement in this Urban Ventures program. Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Michelle Cambrice started a cooperative with Urban Ventures and the Twin Cities urban ministries about 5 years ago. They had an incredible vision that a partnership with this group would and could lead to students and church members for our Minneapolis congregations and schools and most importantly increased chances to share God’s love. 
Through this vision and drive, Mr. Cambrice decided to coach one of the traveling basketball teams. He enlisted the help of Mr. Jeffrey Ahlberg (Pilgrim member) and away they went. The teams experienced tremendous winning success. The students and their families were visited by church members, pastors, teachers, and many others. The basketball players were given devotions and a running invitation to youth group and various other church and school activities. A number of Urban Star’s teams practiced in the Pilgrim gym weekly.
Each team received invitations and encouragements to come to our Minneapolis area churches. All in all, this basketball ministry has provided many and unique opportunities to share the love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
	This program continues today. Mr. Ahlberg now is the head coach of a 6th grade Urban Star’s team, and he now also is head coach of the Pilgrim’s boy’s teams and Mr. Cory Bandelin (Pilgrim member) is his assistant coach. Pilgrim still has a number of Urban Star teams practicing in the gym weekly. 

We still share the love of God and an open invitation to our churches and school with the teams every week. We are blessed with awesome connections and great chances to share the message of salvation through our cooperative with Urban Ventures. 
	[image: image7.wmf]
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Also, Urban Ventures has shared their soccer fields with Pilgrim’s soccer team. 
The soccer team has been able to use Kick’s Fields (Honeywell donated), which are the best fields in the Twin Cities area. This relationship has truly been a great blessing for everyone involved.

We continue to give thanks to our Lord for this opportunity, and we pray for more and more chances to share the Gospel message.
	May the Lord bless our efforts with more students, more members, and most importantly more in heaven with us all through the increased opportunities to share the message of salvation! 
Thanks be to God always!   



MINNESOTA DISTRICT

MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN GIVING

August 25, 2006

WORK FOR WHAT LASTS… 

“27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” John 6:27.

Labor Day is fast approaching. With it comes the beginning of fall: school starts, your fall activities at church, perhaps a new schedule. You are bound to be busier than you were during the summer: catechism classes, Bible Classes, more meetings, more appointments, and fewer evenings at home.

If you are anything like I am, it is easy to fall into the “this is my job” mode. We are tempted to just go through the motions, almost robot-like activities. It is as though our service to the Lord is just one more thing on our list of items to get done.

Jesus reminds us that our service to him IN EVERYTHING is more than that. The Lord has given us the task of handling and distributing the “food that endures to eternal life”. Our service, our stewardship, our life, is more than putting in our time. Jesus has God’s seal of approval, and by his grace and forgiveness, you also have God’s seal of approval. 

This motivation of God’s grace is our reason to give the Lord our best, and keep His Kingdom foremost in our minds. God bless you as serve him with your best, and give him your best.

Pastor Duane C Schmeichel

MN District - Chairman Ministry of Christian Giving Chairman 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, WELS
Maple Grove, MN 55369
Sharing God's Word with people in nursing homes and assisted living facilities

Are you looking for a way to share God's Word with someone in a nursing home or assisted living facility?  
Free copies of Forsake Me Not, a WELS booklet that teaches you how to do this, are available from our Northwestern Publishing House.  You can order them by contacting the publishing house at 1-800-662-6022 or going to www.nph.net/welsproducts 

[5]

	Pilgrim Student Sponsorship

Pilgrim Church and School needs your support. Our mission is centered upon “The Great Commission,” Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
We have students in our school or looking to come to our school for the first time and need financial assistance in order to be able to attend. They need your help. Without tuition assistance and your help in sponsoring them, they will not be able to receive a Christian education at Pilgrim.

Pilgrim is a remarkable institution of quality. Over 95% of our students have gone on and graduated high school. Many have gone into and graduated college and graduate level work. Our school has been blessed and is a blessing. Through your commitment to sponsor a student, you will be helping to ensure a bright educational future and an eternal future of heaven through Christ.

	The following amounts are listed as the full charges per student. Please feel free to sponsor full amounts or portions of those amounts. No sponsorship is too small or too large. (
I  __________________________________________  

   (name) 

______________________________ (contact number) am willing to sponsor the following amounts for a student or multiple students:

non-member child (K-8)   $2,750.00
___________

member child (K-8)
     $995.00
___________

preschool child (2 days)
     $657.00
___________

preschool child (3 days)
     $972.00
___________

school lunch for a year
     $360.00
___________

Pilgrim bus for a year
     $540.00
___________

Total commitment:
         ______________




  Planning Ahead

	
  PILGRIM MIXERS

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT US?

We are a group of young & old; widows & widowers:

single & married Pilgrim members who get

together once a month from November to March

 for fun, fellowship and of course food.

Last year we played Court Whist, had Monkey

Golf (which was extremely well attended), Square 

Dancing is where we enjoyed ourselves and of 

course the ever popular Progressive Dinner in

December that was again extraordinary, from the

outstanding appetizers to the delicious

main course to the dessert with the traditional 

singing of the Christmas Carols.

In the past we have played many different games

such as Bunko, Goofy Golf, New and Old Wed Game.
So please join us to meet or reacquaint yourself with other Pilgrim people.  
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	SHINE   Shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life.” 
   Philippians 2:15b-16a
A WELS Singles Ministry of the Twin Cities

Meets – The 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at 6:30pm in the Fireside Room
   Bloomington Lutheran Church

   9350 Portland Ave South, Bloomington, MN  55420
   (612)888-2475
	Women’s Bible Study
Schedule 

October 14 & 28
November  11 

December 9



	Martin Luther College
Annual MLC Ladies Auxiliary Meeting:
Location: Martin Luther College  



Time:   9:00 a.m. Fellowship – Registration in the Student Union Building


            9:30 a.m. Opening Devotion – in the Chapel

            Noon Luncheon

            MLC Report and Student Entertainment

            Selection of New Projects

            Campus Tour - Election of Officers

 
 Babysitting provided.

For Questions? Contact Doris Belsaas at 612-922-5058.

	

	FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

BIBLE STUDY

Based on “The Treasure Principle” by Randy Alcorn

	How to manage your money to the Glory of God

8 Weeks total: Starts Saturday, September 30th from 9-10:30 a.m.

6 Weeks: 45 minute Bible Study, 45 minutes Topical Q&A

2 Weeks: Learning the Budget Model and Follow-up 
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Cost: $10 for “The Treasure Principle” Book

Signup prior to September 30th to get book and 

read 1st Chapter

Information for all: Couples, Singles, Teens, Retirees


	Date 
(9-10:30 a.m.)
Bible Study

Topic

September 30th
Buried Treasure

Money

October 7th
Compounding Joy

Investing

October 14th
Eyes on Eternity

Retiring

October 21st
Roadblocks to Giving

Purchases

October 28th 

Getting Started

Budgeting

November 4th
For Such a Time as This

Taxes

November 11th
Budget Model

November 18th
Budget Model

Questions/Signup: Mark Heilman

763-593-2910 (leave message)
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	Vacation Bible School - 2007

	· The days are June 26-28, Tuesday through Thursday night. 
· The time will be 5:30-8:30 PM.  We will start with a meal then break off into groups.  
· We will have childcare for children under the age of three.  
· For children three through fourteen we will be having a puppet show, art projects, physical activity, and a lesson on God's plan for our salvation. 
·  The adults will be able to attend different sectionals of their choosing.  

The sectionals that we have in place so far are as follows:
· Value of Faith in the Home (Peter Leyrer) 
· Preparing Children for College (Ryan Buch, Bethany College) 
· Parent Involvement Leads to a Successful Student (Scot Goschtock, PHD) 
· Budgeting from a Christian Perspective (Barry Goschtock) 
· Setting Boundries for Your Children (Rhoda Wolle, WLCFS)
	       [image: image9.wmf]
I am hoping to secure more teachers for sectionals.  Also, if anyone is willing to donate toward VBS expenses it would be much appreciated.   

For questions contact - Mike Homan




Ministry Staff


Pastor


Rev. Peter J. Leyrer (612) 827-2723


Director


Dr. Scott Gostchock  (763) 205-4405


Principal


Mr. Barry Gostchock (651) 207-8387


Webpage


Htttp:\www. pilgrimonline.net
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church





Celebrations & Congratulations





Treasurer - Michael Anderson





FUN





�








The mixers meet the second Saturday at 7:00 PM in the fireside room from


November to March.  





We ask that you bring a snack 


or an appetizer to share along with your beverage. 


Dessert is always provided.





If you have suggestions for games or activities that are suitable for groups or would like to host one, please call: 


Mike or Carol Anderson 612-722-4809








Hope you will join us, watch the newsletter and bulletin for monthly details.
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