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From the Desk of Pastor Pete 
 

Our Treasure 
 We didnôt know each other very well. I knew he is a Christian and he knew that I was a pastor. 

We werenôt having a very serious or deep conversation, and the topic turned to moneyðhow much 

things cost and so on. I wasnôt expecting him to say what he did: ñThe more I open my eyes to the 

gospel, the more I realize life isnôt about money.ò  

 I donôt know why the statement took me by surprise. After all, heôs a Christian man who attends 

church regularly, so he hears the gospel of Jesus. I know that he works hard, so he understands the 

value of a dollar. But heôs come to a place in his life where he also understands the truly important 

things in life. His hard work has earned him a measure of success. I donôt think weôd call him rich, but 

he appears to have a comfortable lifestyle. But he has come to understand that the most important 

thing in his life was given to him as a gift. He didnôt earn his salvationðJesus did that for him. The 

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross paid a ransom that no king could provide, for it satisfied Godôs justice. 

And Jesus opened his eyes to see that God is not only just, but is loving as well and has accepted that 

sacrifice as the payment for sin. 

 My new friend sees that the gospel of Jesus Christ is his real treasure. Itôs the good news that he 

can count on every day. And Iôve found that when people realize where their treasure really lies, that 

discovery leads them to new priorities in life. They tend to work hard and honestly, not because theyôre 

afraid of Godôs punishment if they fail but because they are assured of Godôs acceptance and want to 

glorify him with their best efforts. They tend to be generous giversðin church and elsewhereðnot 

because they want to buy Godôs favor or because they want to show off, but because they know they 

want to follow in the footsteps of a loving and giving God. 

 Although my friendôs sudden comment caught me a bit off guard, it made me think of how 

blessed I am to know a lot of people like him. So many of the good people at Pilgrim know where their 

treasure is. You give generously, not because you have to or because youôre afraid, but because the 

Lord has set your heart free to give. And youôve learned that to bless others is a blessing in itself.  

Thank you, brothers and sisters, for all that you do! Thank you, Jesus, for setting our hearts free to be 

the people we were made to be! 

ñYou know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 

became poor, so that through his poverty you might become rich.ò 

--The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:9 
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What do people really get for their money at Pilgrim? 

Every year each member of Pilgrimôs council is assigned a month where he will count the 

offerings that come in each week. September was my month. 

 Last Sunday as I sat there tearing open envelopes, un-crumpling dollar bills and chasing loose change 

that was rolling across the desk I was struck by two thoughts. 

 First how grateful and proud I was for the many faithful friends at Pilgrim who each week give 

sacrificially of their hard earned money to support the multitude of ministries here at Pilgrim. And 

these are not small amounts. Some checks are consistently in the hundreds of dollars. God has blessed 

many in this congregation and over the many years of my counting these gifts, it seems that the ones 

who have consistently and generously given have increased the amounts they give while the ones who 

throw in a token gesture continue to do so. I guess I am not surprised since God promises to richly 

bless those who trust in Him to provide for them. To give back immeasurably more than they can 

possibly give to Him.  

Secondly, I was thinking why do these people give so generously to a place where they come for, 

hypothetically for argument sake, only one hour a week, if that. And I began to ponder further as I 

started arranging the stacks of checks, currency and envelopesé What if instead of Pilgrim Church 

and school, we were Pilgrim Country club and these were dues that I was counting and not investments 

in the Kingdom of God. 

 What do people really get for their money at Pilgrim? What exactly are the benefits of being a member 

at Pilgrim? 

No sooner had these questions crossed my mind when a flood of answers came to me. They came so 

fast and furious in fact that my pencil couldnôt write fast enough to keep up with the pace of answers 

that came to mind. As a result I probably didnôt put down all that I thought of but here is what I 

wroteé 

1. A place to meet some of your best friends on the planet every week  

2. Coffee Hours that are provided every week from fall through spring for free where no one ever 

thinks the less of you if you happen to not throw in a buck or two into the offering baskets. 

3. A Pastor who loves his flock and strives to help each person grow in favor with the Lord by his 

love and respect for the Word of God, who visits you in the hospital or nursing home, who 

stands by you in adversity and will not abandon you, who is always cheerful, comforting and 

there when you need him. 

4. Use of tables, folding chairs, gym, Fireside conference room, Fellowship Hall general use of 

our buildings and facilities and anything else Pilgrim may have for the members to use for their 

special family events. 
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5. Traditional and Contemporary Worship Services that reflect the joy and gratitude of being a 

forgiven child of God and are offered every Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

6. A variety of faithful musicians and singing groups to help you sing praises to our Great and 

Holy God. 

7. Beautiful air conditioned  church with padded pews 

8. Outdoor services in the summer.  

9. Videotaped worship services that may be viewed each week on the Pilgrim website 

www.pilgrimonline.net 

10. Monthly newsletters, weekly bulletins, updated bulletin board and calendar postings on the 

website 

11. Sunday school for all ages of kids 

12. A Christian day school that has been around for over 50 years and provides in addition to a safe 

loving family atmosphere; a preschool through 8
th
 grade, up to date curriculum, a K through 8 

experiential learning program, expert special need services through our own resident staff 

people and Catapult Learning, full day kindergarten, athletic and music programs, science and 

fine art fairs, theatrical productions, busing, along with a special and generous member 

discount for families that send their children to our Christian day school. 

13. Free Pilgrim Pacers Basketball games every Friday during the season. Pilgrim has taken State 

the past two years against some equally amazing teams. 

14. Caring and concerned people who are eager to pray for you or with you and to help you in any 

way to make it through the day. 

15. Special events such as the Neighborhood block party, the Back to school picnic in August, 

Progressive dinners at Christmas, Red Cross Blood Drives in May and November, Pilgrimôs 

Garage Sale each June, Carnivals, Parent nights, Movie Nights and much more 

16. Our annual August weekend at Camp Croix on Lake Rooney in Wisconsin.  

and as members Camp Croix is available virtually any time during the year for you and your 

family to use.  

17. Although this is only a partial list of what Pilgrim provides, you can see that Pilgrim is much 

more than an insurance policy for somewhere to be married and buried. It is a place to make 

life more meaningful for you and your children, for your friends and relatives, and for 

generations to come. It truly is a place where you can receive rest for the weary and strength for 

the journey. 

 

Well, I finally finished counting for this Sunday. It took a little longer this time but I wanted to share 

my thoughts with all of you for what theyôre worth. I guess I just get excited about Pilgrim whenever I 

take the time to count the many blessings she has given me over the years and how much I love being 

here and knowing all of you. It truly is a little bit of heaven to me. 

Lordôs Blessings 

Joe Sorensen 
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Seventh and Eighth Graders Get First Taste of ELA 

On Tuesday, September 15
th
, the seventh and eighth grade class spent the day at the old Neeley home 

site getting their first collective taste of the ELA program.  It was a great day!  We focused mainly on 

the exterior of the house and giving the property a little more ñcurb appeal.ò  We pulled down tons of 

ivy, cleared brush, trimmed rose bushes, raked, swept, and cleaned up after ourselves, but there was 

more to the experience than just hard work.  We spent some time in the classroom before the 

experience ñsetting the sceneò by answering the question: ñWhy are we taking a day of school to go 

over to the Neeley house and do yard work?ò  In learning groups, we approached this question from 

the Biblical standpoint, the standpoint of community service, the standpoint that this activity would 

teach us valuable life skills for maintaining our own property some day, and the standpoint that hard 

physical work is rewarding and it is great to see a job well done and know that you have been a part of 

it.   

After the experience had been executed, students completed a reflective essay to give them an 

opportunity to think about how the activity had changed the way they think, taught them about 

maintaining a home, and given them opportunities and tools for spreading the gospel in the future.      

            

It is these lead up and follow up activities combined with the true hands on nature of the experience 

itself that makes something truly an experiential learning activity.  Iôll leave you with some quotes from 

the studentsô reflective essays: 

 ñWorking on the Neeley house taught me that if you just do little things every day, then you 

wonôt have to do a lot of hard work later on.ò 

 ñéwhen we went to the Neeley house, it didnôt even look like a home, but at the end it was a 
total transformation and everyone was proud of their work.ò 

 ñ [the experience] helped me tell others about Christ by doing something right and not only 

helping the school and pleasing the school and the Neeley house but by doing this we are 

pleasing God.ò 

 ñWe are also doing the Great Commission showing loveðpeople see what we are doing 

because of God and Mr. Neeley and get interested in God.ò 

 Praise God for the students that he gives us the opportunity to work with and for all his 

blessings to them and us in our lives! 
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Tid Bits From our Members 

  

 

Never Give Up! 
 

We can never give up hope with our children. God is not finished with them or us yet, and our hope can 

sometimes mean the difference between a relationship that fades away to nothing and a restoration 

between parent and child.               

Ephesians 6:4 

Proverbs 22:6 

We must always remember how God hates sin and yet is so tender and compassionate toward the 

sinner. HEôLL SEE THEM HOME 

Give your son or daughter to God, and then focus on getting your life together. Keep learning about 

your childôs problems. Sin is pleasurable only for a season. Keep in mind that you are not responsible 

for what you cannot control. Remember, God only called you to be faithful; He did not call you to be 

successful! Genuine healing is a process, and takes us a long, long time. It takes time for deep hurts to 

be resolved.   

** Submitted by Sondra Brust** 

 

Fun Fact ! 

 Question: 

What do the United States, Germany, Brazil, Canada, Japan, South Korea, India, France, Sweden, 

China, United Kingdom, Spain, Russia, Hong Kong, Cote d Ivoire, Philippines, Denmark, Egypt, Czech 

Republic, Ireland, Slovakia, Singapore, Jamaica, Liechtenstein, Puerto Rico, Lithuania, Costa Rica, 

Australia, Mexico, Indonesia, and the Netherlands all have in common? 

Answer: 

People from these countries have all visited out Pilgrim Website in 2009. 
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When you are down to nothing ... God is up to something.  

 
'Never frown, even when you are sad, because you never know who is falling in love with your smile. 

https://www.google.com/analytics/reporting/maps?id=11925335&pdr=20090828-20090927&cmp=average&trows=10&gdfmt=nth_day&rpt=GeoMapReport&tab=0&tchcol=0&tst=0&tscol=v0&tsdir=0&mdet=WORLD&midx=0&gidx=0&glcnt=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE HELP 

RESTOCK FOOD 

SHELF 

The food shelf is in 

need of cereal, fruit, 

meat, and soup.  Any 

other food items that 

are useful to families 

are greatly appreciated!  

Thank you for your 

kindness and 

generosity!  A 

generous man will 

himself be blessed, for 

he shares his food with 

the poor.  Proverbs 

22:9 

         

      

                      
 

 

 

Celebrations / Congratulations  

 

 
 

October Birthdays 
 

Isaac Denn    2 

Greg Johnson     5 

Gerald Hartwig          7 

Joshua Homan             10 

Deanna King              10 

Judy Fick                     11 

Gary Schatzlein           12 

Quentin Owens            13 

Sharon Fischer            14 

Eric Michaelson 16 

Jeffrey Ahlberg            19 

Craig Knutson  24 

Jeremy Heilman          26 

Daniel Wease-Casci 28 

Mary Jean Florin        29 

Charles Combs Jr.      30 

Nathan Moy  30 

Sarah Ribolzi  30 

Irene Bittner  31 

Jon Gerdes  31 
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Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Calvin & Karma Huggar            2 

Michael & Peg Heilman     3 

David and Rachel Josephitis     9 

Craig & Rena Knutson             10 

Michael & Dorothy DeYoung   30 

 

 

 

Many Pilgrim members remember 

Harold Schanzenbach and his terrific 

sense of humor and timing.  When people 

would comment on the longevity of his 

and Lorraineôs marriage (and they 

stacked up over 60 years together before 

Harold passed away) Harold would look 

at you with a twinkle in his eye and 

comment, ñYes, I think it is going to 

work.ò These are the October couples 

who are currently ñworking at it.ò 

 

 

 

Michael & Dorothy DeYoung      30 

Michael & Peg Heilman        3 

Craig & Rena Knutson      10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

"The Hartzell family wishes to extend our 

sincerest thanks to the members of Pilgrim for 

the generous support that we received as a 

result of the Food Shower that was held on 

September 19th.  We are very grateful to be 

serving the Lord in your midst and treasure the 

warmth that has been extended to us by all of 

you from the first day we set foot in our new 

church home!  Again, thanks so much!ò   

The Hartzell Family 

 

 

Dear Pilgrim Lutheran, 

Thank you for the warm welcome to Pilgrim.  

All the prayers, support, and encouragement 

are greatly appreciated!  Thank you also for the 

kindness and fellowship at the ñnew teacher 

showerò.  We look forward to making Pilgrim 

our new church home.   

 

The Kruse Family 
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Dates to Remember: 

Oct 18th, Congregation 

Meeting 

 

Nov. 7th, Blood Drive 
.  

 

 

 

 

LOST AND FOUND 

Lost and found items 

are in a basket by the 

tracts in the narthex (1
st
 

Avenue entrance) of the 

church.  Call the 

church office at 612-

825-5375 to inquire 

about lost items. 
 

Announcements/Thank you notes  

 

 

Blood Drive 

Attention Blood Donors !!! 

September 11, 2009 was the last day you 

could donate blood if you are planning todonate for 

the Pilgrim Blood Drive on November 7th. Red 

Cross states that donors can give blood once every 

56 days up to 6 times a year. If you have 

any questions or you would like to make an 

appointment, please call 

612-861-6182. 

 

Laurie Sorensen 

Blood Drive Coordinator 

 

November 7, 2009 

8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

We also accept walk-ins 

 

 

October 18th quarterly 

meeting  

One Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 

Quarterly Congregational 

Meeting   10:45 a.m. 

 

*Lunch will be provided (NO 

POTLUCK) 

 
*The Minnesota Department of 

Health recommends NO 

POTLUCK during the flu season.  

A free-will offering will be taken 

to offset the cost of lunch.  Thank 

you! 

 

https://www.givelife.org/index_flash.cfm
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News From Pilgrim Lutheran School  

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 

AT PILGRIM LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

 

 Grades 5-8 Sing     October 4  10:30 a.m. 

 Terra Nova Testing               October 5-9 

 A Team Volleyball Tournament   October 10  4 p.m. 

 Picture Day      October 13 

 Chuck-E-Cheese Fundraiser   October 14  4 p.m. 

 Teacherôs Conference    October 15-16 

 NO SCHOOL     October 15-16 

 End of 1st Quarter               October 23 

 Parent/Teacher Conference   October 29  6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

 Parent/Teacher Conference   October 30  8 a.m. to Noon 

 NO SCHOOL     October 30 

 Spelling Bee at St. Croix LHS   October 31  8 a.m. 
 

 

 
News From St. Croix Luthera n High School  

 
 

JOB OPENING AT ST. CROIX 
The Admissions Department at St. Croix LHS has an immediate opening for an 

admissions assistant to work in all areas of recruitment, programming, 

scheduling, and document preparation, with specific responsibilities in 

implementing the international summer English camp. The position is part time 

for an average of 15 hours/week with more concentrated hours in June-August. 

Applicants should possess knowledge of Microsoft Office as well as 

organizational skills. Please send resumé to Jeff Lemke, St. Croix LHS, 1200 

Oakdale Ave., West St. Paul, MN 55118, or email jlemke@StCroixSchools.org. 
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News From West Lutheran High School  

 

Join us for an Oktoberfest evening of fine 

dining and wonderful auction items.  Below are 

several options for attending the event: 

  Dinner and Auction 

$35/AdultsÅ$20/StudentÅ$240/Table of 8 Adults  

 

Auction, Dessert & Coffee  

$15/Adult  

 

Auction Only  

$10/Person  

 

Parking  

$10/Reserved parking  

(optional)  

 

For dinner reservations or to reserve a parking 

space (optional), please return the Response 

Card along with your check payable to West 

Lutheran High School to the address below by 

October 16, 2009.  

 

West Lutheran High School 

3350 Harbor Lane North 

Plymouth, MN 55447 

Program Details 

 

Silent Auction 5:00 pm   

** During the Silent Auction you will have the 

privilege of hearing the Mill City Accordion 

Band as they perform some Polka and Waltz 

music for your enjoyment. Our own 

Congregational Member Zoe Herzig will be one 

of the members in this band.   

   

Buffet Dinner 6:00 pm   

 

Menu: 

Mixed green salad with German dill salad 

dressing, Sauerbraten, thin sliced traditional 

German beef dish Chicken breast with brown 

mustard cream sauce, Oven roasted red potato 

with onion and bacon, Sweet and sour red 

cabbage with apples, German chocolate cake 

Coffee 

German Wine for purchase 

 

   

Live Auction  
7:30 pm  
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