[image: image4.emf] 

 











Volume 30 Number 10











October 2008
[image: image5.wmf]0.00

10,000.00

20,000.00

30,000.00

40,000.00

50,000.00

60,000.00

70,000.00

Budgeted


[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.wmf]0.00

10,000.00

20,000.00

30,000.00

40,000.00

50,000.00

60,000.00

70,000.00

Budgeted


The Monthly Newsletter of Pilgrim Lutheran Church


3901 First Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 (612) 825-5375
((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
A busy morning

It dawned on me a couple of weeks ago: Sunday’s at Pilgrim have become very full.


The morning starts, believe it or not, at 7:15 when the choir gathers for rehearsal. No, that is not a misprint! These dedicated folks gather at that hour on Sunday’s so that they can raise their voices together in praise. Director Josh Kramer and the rest of the choir members are excited for some new music as well as some new voices that are joining them. We all benefit when they beautify our worship services.


Worship begins at 8:30 with the traditional service. We join together in praise of our Lord and Savior. At 8:30 we use the orders of worship in Christian Worship (but be ready for some innovations on that them this year as the choir introduces new features from the next hymnal)


Sunday School starts after the children’s lesson in the first service, about 9:00. We’re trying this new timeslot to make Sunday School accessible to both the 8:30 and 10:30 service. Barry and Joy Gostchock are leading the Sunday School efforts this year.


A Bible class for adults begins about the same time. Walt Zimmermann doesn’t like to say he “leads” the study, but he does a great job of keeping the discussion going.


There’s fellowship time after the first service, when we gather for coffee and conversation. As has been the tradition, the different committees all take a turn as hosts. This year the church council will host sometimes, and so will chief organist Arthur Wessels, who insists on calling his Sunday the “Organist’s Kaffee”


From 9:45 until 10:15 Dawn Johnson rehearses with Tree of Life. This multi-generational choir will perform music from a variety of cultural backgrounds. 


The second service begins at 10:30. This is our “contemporary” service. Music and order of worship are less formal than the 8:30 service. The Scripture lessons and sermon do not change from one service to the other. We celebrate the Lord ’s Supper on the second and last Sunday of each month in both services. 


And then . . . we’re done for another Sunday. Do you see what I mean when I say it’s a very full morning? I feel like a nap right now and all I did was write about it! Miss a Sunday and you miss a lot!


Wherever you fit on a Sunday at Pilgrim, let’s remember the reason for it all. We gather because of the grace of God in Jesus Christ. We’re there to praise him, and to be built up by his word and sacrament. And we’re there to encourage one another as well. Have you ever thought about how encouraging it is for your fellow Christian to see you at worship, to know that he or she is not the only one who had a hard week and is finding joy and peace in the gospel? How about this Sunday? Will you be the one who needs encouragement? Will be the one God uses to encourage another? You won’t know if you don’t show up!

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”



- Hebrews 10:25

Pastor Pete Leyrer
	August – Treasurer’s Report

Greetings in the Lord,


It has been great to see so many new faces around Pilgrim. I hope the Lord continues to bless us with growth. May His Word spread around the community we serve.


A few highlights of August are as follows:

· $ 5,043.69 was collected in back tuition.

· Offerings were 26.14 % higher than budgeted.

· $127,500 was sent to Wels Kingdom Workers and will be sent back with 25% return on investment. $31,875 will be sent back to Pilgrim.

· Thanks to Amy Denn for reconciling the ledger and accounts.

Below is a graph of budgets vs. actual offering of July 1, 2008 – September 7, 2008
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2008:

In Christ’s Service,

Michael S. Homan
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Committee Coffee Hour Schedule
 
Sundays    Odd Month         Even Month
   First        Organist's Kaffee       Evangelism

    Second            Open               School Board

    Third           Camp Croix           Ladies Guild

Fourth             Open                   Finance

Fifth              Worship                 Worship
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Teach me O Lord, to follow your decrees: then I will keep them to the end.  Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart.  Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight  .Psalm 119:33-35
	October Birthdays

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.   

  1 Thessalonians 5:11

Isaac Denn

2

Gerald Hartwig

7

Deanna King

10

Judy Fick

11

Gary Schatzlein

12

Quentin Owens

13

Sharon Fischer

14

Eric Michaelson

16

Jeffrey Ahlberg

19

Craig Knutson

24

Jeremy Heilman
26

Daniel Wease-Casci
28

Mary Jean Florin
29

Camp Croix 2008  -  Shhh, It’s a Secret
Unique is a good word to describe the Camp Croix experience this year.  Because Pilgrim’s weekend fell right before the opening of school, the number of campers was down considerably. But that didn’t dampen the enthusiasm or festive atmosphere.

Some of us soaked up sunshine, some played bocci ball, some tossed bean bags and some played monkey golf (also known as ladder golf.)  There was a monkey golf tournament and Kate Voss was on the winning team – until she made a ringer on a high dead branch above the ladder.  Sorry, Kate, no points for that branch, oops, or that one either, nor that one…..Thanks to Duane, the golf ball tether was retrieved from the tree, hmm let’s see, four times!  
The Helmen family took a canoe ride Saturday with
grandchildren Elaina and Caleb paddling while G’pa and G’ma sat serenely on life jackets in the middle of the canoe.  All went well until we noticed the water in the canoe was slowly getting deeper.  After circling half of Rooney Lake, it was time to head back to camp because the waves inside the canoe were making it hard to handle and the backsides of G’pa and G’ma were getting mighty wet.  
	Charles Combs Jr.
30

Nathan Moy

30

Sarah Ribolzi

30

Irene Bittner

31

Jon Gerdes

31

October Wedding  Anniversaries

Calvin & Karma Huggar


October 2

Michael & Peg Heilman



October 3

Craig & Rena Knutson

October 10

Michael & Dorothy DeYoung


October 30

The caretaker assured us that the leak in the canoe would be taken care of.  
Note: Everyone in a watercraft is required to wear a life jacket.

The rebuilt eagles’ nest is growing and four eagles were spotted soaring above camp.  The calls of the loons echoed back and forth across the lake at all hours. The campfire on Saturday night was perfectly built for roasting marshmallows and the time was right for singing camp songs.  The problem was that no one had brought flashlights to light the songbooks, so, we improvised and sang songs we all knew – Christmas carols.  On Sunday Walt Zimmerman led us in worship and Bible study with hymns sung 
a cappella.
The meals were outstanding and clean up was a breeze.  Walt shared his “catch of the day” fried to perfection to compliment the continental Sunday morning breakfast.  

Shhh, Camp Croix is the best kept secret of August.  (Pass it on)

Betty Helmen             



	
Flowers on the Altar during 2009
- Special Requests

The flower schedule for 2009 is going to be available in the bulletin during November/December for requests.  

There may be special requests for specific Sundays, so if anyone has such a request, before the schedule 

is announced in the bulletin, please let me know so that date can be reserved for you.

You can either call me (952-544-1072)...or e-mail me @ lilaaske1072@msn.com and I will try to accommodate your wishes.  You could also put a note in my box in church office.

Thank you to all those who have contributed flowers during this past year.  They certainly have

added positive color to our lovely marble altar and the sanctuary.

God Bless !

Lila Aske

Pilgrim Ladies Guild
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	Church Windows
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Fellow Pilgrims 
The cost of re-covering our beautiful stained glass windows has finally been met.

THANKS to all who generously contributed to this project through the monthly green offering envelopes labeled "CHURCH WINDOWS - RENEWAL" 
It never fails to impress me how much better the church building looks compared to before the installation of the safely glass. 
The council has decided that since the windows in the classroom addition and the school building on Steven's Avenue will soon need replacement or refurbishment (they leak air badly), the green offering envelope will continue to be included in your monthly packet and will be renamed "SCHOOL WINDOWS - REPLACEMENT". 
Please give prayerful consideration to this next project and may the Lord bless your generosity. We have a truly beautiful facility and it is paramount that we maintain it to the highest possible standard.

Doug Kelm, Financial Secretary

	----------------------------------------------------------------------

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS

Thank you to the many people who helped with the school picnic, and who helped at the State Fair.  
Also thank you for the many school supplies for the students!  Your kindness and thoughtfulness are greatly appreciated.  
Pilgrim’s Faculty and Staff



	

	DANGEROUS CHOCOLATE CAKE-IN-A-MUG
1 coffee mug

 Tbsp. cake flour (plain, not self-rising)

4 Tbsp. sugar

2 Tbsp. cocoa

1 egg

3 Tbsp. milk

3 Tbsp. oil

Small splash of vanilla

3 Tbsp. chocolate chips, optional

Add dry ingredients to mug, mix well with a fork.

Add egg, mix thoroughly.

Pour in milk and oil and vanilla, mix well.

Add chips, if using.

Put mug in microwave, and cook for three minutes on 1000 watts.

Cake will rise over top of mug--do not be alarmed!

Allow to cool a little; tip onto a plate if desired.

Eat!

(This can serve two if you want to feel slightly more virtuous.)

------------------------------------------------

	***And WHY is this the most dangerous cake recipe in the world?
Because now we are all only five minutes away from chocolate cake any time of the day or night!!!***

This is GREAT!!!  Got the recipe from a friend.    I see multiple applications for this gem:  With kids; grandkids; 4-H cooking classes; college dorm room when there's only a microwave; late-night cravings; just enough for one or two servings instead of an entire cake!  We added some drizzles of chocolate syrup and some Cool Whip (we didn't put in the chocolate chips).  You could add canned frosting, too.  The batter does rise up 'way over the top of the mug, but doesn't run down the side.  Fun to watch!  Be careful not to overcook--our microwave is higher than 1000 watts, and three minutes was a dab too long--dried the cakes out a little bit.  Anyway, give it a try!  And be sure to watch it the whole time it's baking in the microwave!!!







Doris

---------------------------------------


Planning Ahead
MINNEAPOLIS GIRL’S CHORUS CONCERT

AT PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Minneapolis Girl's Chorus, which practices at Pilgrim Church, will be holding a concert for all on October 26th beginning at 4 p.m.  This concert will be held at Pilgrim Church at 3901 First Avenue South in Minneapolis.  All are welcomed!

CHUCK E CHEESE’S FUNDRAISER

OCTOBER 15

The Chuck E Cheese’s fundraiser for Pilgrim Lutheran School will be held on Wednesday, October 15.  Chuck E Cheese “himself” will visit Pilgrim Lutheran School at 10 a.m.  From 3:00-9:00 p.m. Pilgrim Lutheran School friends and family are invited to attend Chuck E Cheese’s at the address listed below to have pizza and fun!

Chuck E Cheese’s

7505 France Avenue

Edina, MN

Start inviting family and friends for this fun fundraising event because 15 percent of the proceeds made from Pilgrim Lutheran attendees will be given to the school!  Thank you for all of your love and support!
Included in this month’s newsletter is a letter from the Tanquist family in Sénégal  W. AFRICA.

TANQUISTS










SEPTEMBER 2008

Did you know that this year the month of September (1st –30th) is Ramadan for Muslims?  What is Ramadan?  

It is a one-month span of time when Muslims devote themselves to fasting and prayer.  Why is this month important?  It is said that the Koran was revealed to Mohammed in the ninth month of their calendar year.  As one website said, “It is a time for inner reflection, devotion to God, and self-control. Muslims think of it as a kind of tune-up for their spiritual lives.”1  

The third pillar of Islam, fasting, is key in this month.  “It is a means of learning self-control. Due to the lack of preoccupation with the satisfaction of bodily appetites during the daylight hours of fasting, a measure of ascendancy is given to one's spiritual nature, which becomes a means of coming closer to God. Ramadan is also a time of intensive worship, reading of the Quran, giving charity, purifying one's behavior, and doing good deeds. For Muslims (Submitters), Ramadan is an opportunity to gain by giving up, to prosper by going without and to grow stronger by enduring weakness.”2 Another added benefit of fasting is a better understanding for those who are less fortunate than oneself.  Fasting takes place from sunrise to sunset and includes totally abstaining from food, drink, smoking and sex.  Typically there is a pre-fast meal and a post-fast meal.

On the surface, this looks pretty good, pretty godly.  The Bible also talks about our need to pray without ceasing, to fast, to do all things with thanksgiving to the Father, to immerse ourselves in the Word, to do good deeds and give to those in need, to put on Christ in terms of our behavior and lifestyle.  We too want to get closer to God.  The one huge difference between us and Muslims is that as believers, we have already been drawn close to the Father by the work of Jesus, and that was not due to anything we did on our part.  We should be motivated to do those acts above out of awe and love for the One who gave His life that we might have eternal life, not in the hopes of obtaining it.

Recently, in preparation for this Ramadan, this text jumped out at me in a new way:

“And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are You (Jesus) to take the scroll and to break its seals; for You were slain and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.’”  Revelation 5:9

· We were purchased for God (from the kingdom of darkness) by the blood of Jesus, by His death!  What a huge price!!!
· Jesus did this willingly and for people who deny Him, mock Him, hate Him, and exalt themselves above Him!

· People from every tribe and language and group of people and nation in this world were also purchased by that same death, that same blood!

I find that it can be so easy to forget the amazing grace that the Father extended to me through the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus in the busyness and worries of life.  When I forget that, it is easier to lose sight of the amazing grace that the Father desires to extend to those around me through me, especially those looking for Him in the wrong place and in the wrong way.  Oh, that the awe of His grace would be so great to us that we could not help but want to share it with those around us….
Living in Senegal, which is 95% Muslim, we are constantly surrounded with visual reminders of those who need to seek this amazing grace from the Father.  Of the four WAFA countries where our SIM missionaries serve, two of them, Guinea and Senegal, focus on reaching out to Muslim peoples, the Maninka and the Wolof, respectively.  During Ramadan, a time of searching for a closer relationship to God, please pray with us that the Lord, the One True God, would reveal to them His wonderful and amazing grace.
On a more personal note about our family, we are in the full swing of school at Dakar Academy, having begun on August 13th.  We now have our first high schooler, Elisa in 9th grade, Kristoffer moves into the middle school in 6th grade and Stephen is in his last year of elementary in 5th grade.  It is hard to believe how quickly our children are growing up!


Our summer was good, although busy, as Mark stayed home each weekday morning for 5 weeks while Leigh attended an intensive French course.  The children all had opportunities to serve: Elisa had a great time volunteering at a local veterinarian clinic (even helping to administer shots!) as well as taking care of a teacher’s cats and helping to lead at a Vacation Bible School (VBS); Kris also helped at that same VBS as well as was hired to teach English to a 5-year old boy; Stephen had the chance to help shelve books each Wednesday when the library was open this summer.  We have few opportunities to find employment here, but were excited about these times of service.

Mark continues to faithfully serve at the WAFA office, taking care of all the books for WAFA, keeping current on each missionary’s bills, figuring creative ways to beat the horrendous power cuts so that the office can keep functioning, and many other acts of service for those around him.  With the annual WAFA council meetings coming up in November, he will soon be organizing all the logistics for those.  From October 1-18, Mark will be in the US with two goals in mind: 1) he has been invited to take part in a SIM Information and Technology conference to be held in Charlotte, NC from October 13-17; and 2) he will take the opportunity before then to visit his parents in Columbus, OH.

We have an urgent need for which we would covet your prayers…  As we approach the end of SIM’s fiscal year (the end of September), we are realizing that the amount that we need to be fully supported has not come in.  God has shown his faithfulness through you in meeting our needs, but with this month of September to go, we are more than $5000 behind our budget.  SIM has informed us of a 5% increase in our support needs for next year.  We are trusting the Lord to raise up the funds needed so that we can finish this term with full support.  Would you pray with us for God’s provision?  Thanks!

One other need that we would like to ask you to pray about is our housing.  When we evacuated from Abidjan, the Lord was gracious to not only help us find a house to rent within 2 weeks of searching, but He provided one at an incredible rent.  This beautiful 3-room house has blessed us greatly these past 4 years!  However, as the children have grown, we are finding that the small bedrooms are just too small, especially for our boys.  We also have no storage space other than what is under the stairs leading to the rooftop terrace.  We are strongly sensing the need to look for a slightly larger house.  However, our current budget, the higher rent prices and the devaluation of the dollar make it impossible to make a move.  We are seeking the Lord’s leading as to what He would have us do – would you pray with us?

It is hard to believe that in less than 10 months we will be returning to the US for a 7-month home assignment!  The time is passing quickly!  We are already praying about our housing and schooling situation and how best we can use that time among you…

Thank you once again for walking along with us through your prayers, support and encouragement as we serve here in West Africa.  It is a privilege to represent you here and serve on your behalf.

Seeking to be awed daily by His grace,

Leigh (for: Mark, Elisa, Kris and Stephen)

Tanquists
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Got News??

I am always looking for contents for this newsletter. Pilgrim has such an amazing website thanks to Joe Sorensen that it is easy to forget how nice it is to sit down and read a newsletter. Plus many of us are limited or have no access to the Internet. (If you haven’t visited this site, there is beautiful music playing while you navigate around.)

Just write up, hand in, or E-mail any items to Christine Bedor – newsletter@pilgrimonline.net 

And thanks for your patience and support of my efforts to bring this to you each month. 
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Don’t forget!





Sunday, October 19


is our quarterly meeting! 


That means:





ONE worship service at 9:30 a.m.


followed by the quarterly meeting


Everybody’s welcome.





Then there’s a potluck dinner!





It’s a great day to gather with your fellow believers in worship and to get involved in the work of your church!








Celebrations & Congratulations
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