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From Pastor’s Desk
Grace
[The following is an excerpt from the sermon, How do we know the Lord is among us?, delivered August 20, 2006. The sermon text was the story of manna in the desert—Exodus 16:2-15]

Sometimes we like to say that God is a God of justice, and that’s true. Sometimes we say that he’s a God of mercy, and that’s true. But God is more than justice and mercy. He’s a God of grace. Justice, Mercy, Grace: what’s the difference? 
We could say that Justice means that you get what you deserve. We expect justice in our courtrooms and are outraged when we don’t see it—we expect that when people break the law they are punished appropriately. In the same way, when a firefighter runs into a burning building to save a child, we expect that he should be recognized as a hero—he should get what he deserves. That’s justice, and we usually agree it’s a good thing.


Mercy is a little harder, but we usually also agree it’s a good thing. Mercy means that you don’t get what you deserve. We deserve a speeding ticket; we deserve a fine or whatever punishment for breaking the law, but we don’t get it. Usually we get mercy because of good behavior somewhere else. “Well, it’s only your first offense, and you seem like a good person, so I’ll let you go.” We usually agree that mercy is a good thing, especially when we’re the ones who receive mercy.


But Grace . . . that’s the hardest of all. If justice is getting what we deserve and mercy is not getting what we deserve, grace is getting what we don’t deserve. So grace would be when the criminal not only goes free, but is awarded with a new car and a nice house. We would say that situation is absurd. But that’s what we see in our story for today. The Israelites, just after they have been rescued by God, complain against him. If God were about justice, he would have destroyed them. If God were about mercy, he would have said “I’ll let you get by with it this time.” But God responds to Israel’s complaining by giving them food. In the evening they were able to eat quail, and in the morning they ate this miraculous bread. They were so surprised that they called the bread “manna” which means “What is it?” That’s grace—God’s undeserved love. When grace really happens, it’s always a surprise. 


How do we know that the Lord is among us? The Israelites knew every morning when they saw the manna as evidence of God’s grace. We know when we come together for worship and the Lord washes away our sins in the blood of Jesus Christ. We confess our sins together and the Lord gives us Jesus Christ, who sacrificed his life for us. We don’t hear God’s anger and punishment—that would be justice, getting what our sins deserve. We don’t hear “I’ll let it go this time, but be careful next time”—that 
(from pastor’s desk con’t)
would be mercy. We hear that God gives us Jesus—and he gives that to us even though we continue to sin, even though we complain, even though we often slide back into the same sins over and over again.

How do we know that the Lord is among us? His grace needs to show in our actions. It’s one thing for us to say that God’s grace is good and that’s important. But God’s grace to us is more than words—it was manna in the desert for Israel, it is Jesus on a cross of us. And it needs to work into our actions toward one another. When we are willing to forgive one another--even when forgiveness is difficult--we show that God’s grace is among us. When we turn away an unkind word or action with love and forgiveness we show that God’s grace is among us. 

Right now our congregation is getting ready for a stewardship drive. We’re going to be talking with everybody about giving to the Lord here at Pilgrim. We’re asking everybody to consider how the Lord has blessed you. He has blessed us all with so much. Don’t let the things that you’d like to complain about keep you from seeing God’s goodness. And along with considering how much God has blessed us, we’ll be asking everybody to consider what they give to the Lord and how they might increase that. We might say that we’re already giving. We’re asking everybody to examine the way they’ve been blessed and give in response to that. We might say there are better things we could spend our money on, better things to invest in. But we’re asking you to consider what God has invested in you. He has invested his son Jesus Christ. And because God is a God of grace, you are the one who will benefit from that investment, and you will benefit eternally. We’re asking you to invest your wealth now so that others may have the same future. We’re asking you to allow God’s grace to change you. 
How will we know that the Lord is among us? We know because we see grace in the lives of His people.

Pastor Pete Leyrer
Treasurer’s Report
	July
	July
	YDT 

	Income

Expenses

Income less

   Expenses
	 $29,159
 $45,121

($15,962)

	Net Loss
($15,962)


Treasurer: Michael Anderson
UPDATED WEB PAGE:  Be sure to check this out! 

The Pilgrim web page has undergone a major renovation. You will see lots more links and information about this Great church and the Great people in it. 

 http://www.pilgrimonline.net/
Any questions – pass them along to Joe Sorensen    joe@pilgrimonline.net
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	Aren’t you a bit curious about those St Croix Campers?

What tales do they have to tell? 

Can they persuade you to join them next year?  

Watch for more information on the fun time had this year.
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September Birthdays!

God’s blessings to the following 

people with birthdays in September:

Robert Aske


1

Jackson Jallah


1

Elisabeth Robinson

1

Jon Herzig


2

C.W. “Red” Herzig

3

Evelyn Melin


3

Dan Steffen


3

Seth Gostchock

5

William Nordby

5

James Flavin


6

Adrian Moy


7

Merle Knutson

11

Betty Weist


11

Elmer Janisch


12

Samuel Katan


12

Joseph Schauff

12

Jennifer Kerber

14

Nicholas Neumann

15

Verna Messerschmidt

17

Ruby Weaver


17

Christiana Hinton

20

Nancy Schauff


20

Joshua Brown


22
Thank You

I would like to thank those who donated items for the Rummage sale and to those who helped out during the sale. We were able to raise $800 which was used to take the St. Johns and Pilgrim Sunday School children on a mission trip to Batesland South Dakota. Six children and 6 adults were in attendance and a great time was had by all. We had the opportunity to do a one day VBS with the children and take some time to go site seeing as well. 

Mt. Rushmore, Wind Cave, and Evens Plundge. Of course Evens Plundge was what the children liked best, but I really enjoyed seeing Mt Rushmore. 

	Andrew Ndekwe

22

Caleb Sorensen

23

Sharon Emde


24

Paul Ledin


25

Dorothy Pawlcyn

25

Betty Helmen


27

Frederick Ribolzi

28

Jessica Denn


29

Carol Christensen

30

Nathan Koepsell

30

Jean Loescher


30

Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

1 Peter 5:14


Wedding Anniversaries

James & Thelma Friton


September 14

Daniel & Sarah Ribolzi


September 22

Lord’s Blessings

Zoe Herzig 
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	The Road of Life 
Author: Unknown

At first, I saw God as my observer, my judge, keeping track of the things I did wrong, so as to know whether I merited heaven or hell when I die. He was out there, sort of like a president. I recognized His picture when I saw it, but I really didn’t know Him. 
But Later on when I met Christ, it seemed as though life was rather like a bike ride, but it was a tandem bike and I noticed that Christ was in the back helping me pedal.

I don’t know just when it was that He suggested we change places, but like has not been the same since. 

When I had control, I knew the way. IT was rather boring, but predictable. It was the shortest distance between two points.

But when He took the lead, He knew delightful long cuts, over mountains, and through rocky places at breakneck speeds, it was all I could do to hang on!! Even through it looked like madness, He said, “Pedal!”

I worried and was anxious and asked, “Where are you taking me?” He laughed and didn’t answer, and I started to learn trust.

I forgot my boring life and entered into the adventure. And when I’d say, “I’m scared,” He’d lean back and touch my hand.

He took me to people with gifts that I needed, gifts of healing, acceptance and joy. They gave me
     [image: image3.wmf]
	Their gifts to take on my journey, my Lord’s and mine.

As we were off again, He said,”Give the gifts away: they’re extra baggage, too much weight.” So I gave to the people we met. I found that in giving I received, yet still our burden was light. 
At first, I did not trust Him to be in control of my life. I thought  He’d wreck it: but he knows the secrets, knows the bike secrets, knows how to make it bend to take sharp corners, jump to clear high rocks, and fly to shorten scary passages.

I am learning to hold my tongue. To pedal through the strangest places. I’m beginning to enjoy the view and the cool breeze on my face. All with my constant companion, Christ.

And when I’m sure I just can’t do anymore, He just smiles and says.... ”Pedal!” 
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	Pilgrim Student Sponsorship

Pilgrim Church and School needs your support. Our mission is centered upon “The Great Commission,” Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
We have students in our school or looking to come to our school for the first time and need financial assistance in order to be able to attend. They need your help. Without tuition assistance and your help in sponsoring them, they will not be able to receive a Christian education at Pilgrim.

Pilgrim is a remarkable institution of quality. Over 95% of our students have gone on and graduated high school. Many have gone into and graduated college and graduate level work. Our school has been blessed and is a blessing. Through your commitment to sponsor a student, you will be helping to ensure a bright educational future and an eternal future of heaven through Christ.
	The following amounts are listed as the full charges per student. Please feel free to sponsor full amounts or portions of those amounts. No sponsorship is too small or too large. (
I  __________________________________________  

   (name) 

______________________________ (contact number) am willing to sponsor the following amounts for a student or multiple students:

non-member child (K-8)   $2,750.00
___________

member child (K-8)
     $995.00
___________

preschool child (2 days)
     $657.00
___________

preschool child (3 days)
     $972.00
___________

school lunch for a year
     $360.00
___________

Pilgrim bus for a year
     $540.00
___________

Total commitment:
     
         ______________



	Don’t Forget to Pick up your Cookbook!

Sponsored by the Girl Pioneers

Only $8.00  and packed full of good recipes and cooking tips. 
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Cookbooks are available from Jodi Nelson

	Omelet in a Bag
 

Have everyone write their name on a quart size Ziploc FREEZER bag with permanent marker.

 Crack 2 eggs into the bag (no more than 2) and shake to combine them.
 
Put out a variety of ingredients such as: cheeses, chopped ham, onion, green pepper, tomato, sliced green olives, salsa, mushrooms,etc.

Each guest adds prepared ingredients of choice to their bag and shake well.  Make sure to get all of the air out of the bag and zip it up.

Place bags into rolling, boiling water for exactly 13 minutes.  You can usually cook 6-8 omelets in a large pot.  For more, make another pot of boiling water.
 
Open the bags and the omelet will roll out easily. 
Be prepared for everyone to be amazed!
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Planning Ahead

	SHINE   Shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life.” 
   Philippians 2:15b-16a
A WELS Singles Ministry of the Twin Cities

Meets – The 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at 6:30pm in the Fireside Room

   Bloomington Lutheran Church

   9350 Portland Ave South, Bloomington, MN  55420
   (612)888-2475
	Women’s Bible Study
Schedule

Sept   9
 Sept  23
9:00 – 10:30 in the Fireside Room





	Attention Seniors 

OWLS Luncheon

Sunday, Sept 10 at 12:30 pm

St Timothy Lutheran Church

Bring your conversation hat and a dish to pass

Beverages will be provided

RSVP to Milton Koelsch  952-541-0903  Before September 1


	

	FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

BIBLE STUDY

Based on “The Treasure Principle” by Randy Alcorn

How to manage your money to the Glory of God

8 Weeks total: Starts Saturday, September 30th from 9-10:30 a.m.

6 Weeks: 45 minute Bible Study, 45 minutes Topical Q&A

2 Weeks: Learning the Budget Model and Follow-up 

Cost: $10 for “The Treasure Principle” Book

Signup prior to September 30th to get book and read 1st Chapter

        Information for all: Couples, Singles, Teens, Retirees
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	Date (9-10:30 a.m.)
	Bible Study
	Topic

	September 30th
	Buried Treasure
	Money

	October 7th
	Compounding Joy
	Investing

	October 14th
	Eyes on Eternity
	Retiring

	October 21st
	Roadblocks to Giving
	Purchases

	October 28th 
	Getting Started
	Budgeting

	November 4th
	For Such a Time as This
	Taxes

	November 11th
	
	Budget Model

	November 18th
	
	Budget Model


Questions/Signup: Mark Heilman
763-593-2910 (leave message)
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Ministry Staff


Pastor


Rev. Peter J. Leyrer (612) 827-2723


Director


Dr. Scott Gostchock  (763) 205-4405


Principal


Mr. Barry Gostchock (651) 207-8387


Webpage


Htttp:\www.pilgrimonline.net  











�





�





Pilgrim Lutheran Church
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