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From the Desk of Pastor Pete 
 

Back to School 

 ñThese commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your 

children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 

and when you get up.ò  (Deuteronomy 6:6-7) 

No matter your age, we always think of September as ñback to school.ò Once again, Pilgrim Lutheran 

School opens its doors to welcome students and provide them with a quality education. Students will 

learn the basics that they need for the next stage of their education. Itôs our hope and prayer that next 

spring weôll send off another graduating class that is well equipped for the challenges that they will 

face after elementary school. Along with the basics, weôll strive to remember the word of God that I 

quoted above: God wants us to pass his truth along to the next generation. Pilgrim Lutheran School 

stands ready to assist parents in that responsibility 
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It seems a good time to review some of the teaching of Scripture regarding that responsibility. A couple 

of points come to mind: 

1. Passing Godôs truth on to the next generation is the responsibility of parents. Schools are 

great, and Iôm thankful for ours. But the biblical directive from Deuteronomy is directed at 

parents, not schools or professional teachers. Scripture especially lays this responsibility on 

fathers: ñFathers, do not exasperate your children; instead bring them up in the training and 

instruction of the Lord.ò If you are a parent, donôt let our school rob you of the joy and blessing 

that is yours when you share your faith with the next generation. 

2. Intellectual knowledge is great, but Christianity is really a relationship with Jesus. Sure, we 

pass along biblical truth by passing along facts. We want children to know the name of Ruthôs 

mother-in-law, and the books of the Bible in order. Some children do very well remembering 

those facts, others donôt. Are the ñquickò ones somehow better off spiritually than the ñslowò 

ones? Of course not! Jesus loves them all. He gave himself for all of us, no matter our age or test 

scores. Our baptism into him means that we have been adopted into the family of God. Letôs 

always let our children know that they are loved unconditionallyðby their parents and by their 

Lord.  

Another school year! Another reminder to rejoice that our gracious Lord has entrusted us with a 

precious giftðthe next generation of his believers. 

ñOne generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts.  

They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and I will meditate on your  wonderful 

works.ò   -Psalm 145:4-5 

Looking for Acolytes! 

Weôre looking for young people (grades 7-12) who would be willing to serve as acolytes in our early 

(8:30 a.m.) worship service on Sundayôs. Acolytes serve the church by: 

 

1. lighting the candles before church begins and extinguishing them after the service;  

2. carrying the Bible into the worship service and holding it during the reading of the gospel 

lesson;  

3. Carrying the cross into the worship service as well as taking it out at the end of the service.  

 

Serving as an acolyte is a great way to get involved in the life of the church. The presence of these 

young people and their service greatly encourages the congregation, especially the long time members 

of Pilgrim. The early service every Sunday is our ñtraditionalò worship and the service of the acolytes 

is a link to historic worship styles that have been part of the Christian church for centuries.  

If you or one of your children is interested in serving as an acolyte, please contact Pastor Pete. Weôll 

set up a rotation schedule for the acolytes, so that we donôt have the same people doing the same jobs 

each Sunday.  

  

Thanks for thinking of this unique way to serve your Lord and congregation! 
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September Birthdays    

 

Robert Aske   1 

Jackson Jallah  1 

Jon Herzig   2 

C.W. ñRedò Herzig  3 

Evelyn Melin   3 

Dan Steffen   3 

Gina Kruse   4 

Seth Gostchock  5 

William Nordby  5 

Andrew Kruse  7 

Aeden Owens  9 

Merle Knutson  11 

Elmer Janisch  12 

Samuel Katan  12 

Joseph Schauff  12 

Jennifer Kerber  14 

 

 

Nicholas Neumann  15 

Ruby Weaver   17 

Dominic Cambrice  20 

Nancy Schauff  20 

Joshua Brown  22 

Andrew Ndekwe  22 

Caleb Sorensen  23 

Sharon Emde   24 

Paul Ledin   25 

Mike Maki   25 

Dorothy Pawlcyn  25 

Betty Helmen  27 

Frederick Ribolzi  28 

Jessica Denn   29 

Carol Christensen  30 

Jean Loescher  30 

 

 

September Wedding Anniversary  

 

Jon & Zoe Herzig             12 

Daniel & Sarah Ribolzi    22 

Mike & Amy Denn          24  
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Mark Your Calendaré 

 
 

Pilgrim Organist's Coffee Hour in AUGUST!  

 

August is a busy month at Pilgrim but YES, the 

last of the Pilgrim Summer Organist's Coffee 

Hour(s) is AUGUST 29th, Sunday @ 9:30am in 

between our two services!  Please catch up with 

your Pilgrim friends on your August activities 

and plans for the autumn season as 2010 clips by 

on a fast track! The floor in the dining area also 

will have been resurfaced by the Herzigs just for 

you!!! 
 

 

 

 

Acolytes for September 

 

Sept 5  Sam Gostchock 

Sept 12 Heather Herzig 

Sept 19 Heather Herzig 

Sept 26 Zachary Johnson 

 

 

Benefit for 1 month old Riley William 

Bruneau - October 2
nd

 

 

This little guy can use our help. He is the 

Grandson of Paul Gulon (Zoe Herzigôs co 

worker.) See insert. There will be fun things for 

all ages so bring your children.  

 

Stewardship Verse of the Month for September 

  
This month we will look at a New Testament affirmation of Abelôs ñfirst fruitò giving. In Paulôs first 

letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 16, verse 2, we read; 

ñOn the first day of every week, each of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his 

income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.ò 

Here the inspired Paul talks about percentage giving. When he says ñin keeping with his incomeò, he is 

saying give proportionally. If we make $200 per week, and have decided to give 10% of our income 

our gift would be $20 per week. If we make $2000 per week, 10% would be $200 each week. As our 

blessing of income goes up or down, proportional giving will cause us to adjust our amount. Paul does 

not say, ñpay all your bills and save money for yourself firstò, does he? Those things are Godly things 

to do, make no mistake about it, but Paul says clearly take care of the Lord first. Paul also does not say 

you must pay 10% , either. While 10$ is a good goal, the percent you choose should be decided 

prayerfully based on Christôs love for you. Finally, percentage giving is for all. Paul says ñeach of youò 

in this verse and that means each of us. Regardless of how large or how little God has blessed us with 

income, we can all respond to Christôs love in this God-pleasing way.  

Barry Gostchock ï Stewardship 
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