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From the Desk of Pastor Pete 
 

That window, again 

 

The preacher always gets a different view of the church, and I’m always wondering if most of 

the congregation misses out on one of the great features of our building.  

 

Next time you’re in church make sure you get a look at the gallery window. That’s the big one 

above the organ loft. You don’t see it if you’re only looking at the front of the church.  

 

The story captured in the glass comes from Luke 24, and it’s a great one to think about in the 

days after Easter. The setting is that first Easter, when Jesus has risen from the grave. Two 

believers walk from Jerusalem to the village of Emmaus. They knew that Jesus had died—

maybe had even witnessed the crucifixion—and now had heard strange reports that he was alive 

again. Jesus joins them as they walk and explains the Scriptures to them. Although Jesus’ words 

have great power, these two pilgrims don’t recognize him. 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 

 

 

We still use the words as a blessing in worship services today. And look at what the Lord says about 

this blessing: “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”  (Numbers 6:27)  
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It’s not until they reach Emmaus that the disciples recognize their Lord. Once they do they 

hurry back to Jerusalem to spread the good news. Our window captures the moment they 

recognize Jesus. The words at the bottom of the window are Luke 24:31: “Then their eyes were 

opened and they recognized him.”  
 

I like to call it the Pilgrim window for a couple of reasons. First of all, we could call these two 

disciples “pilgrims” since they were on a spiritual journey. I think of a pilgrimage as a journey 

of spiritual discovery, and that certainly describes this trip.  
 

But I also call it the “Pilgrim window” because in a unique way it depicts our mission as a 

church. Just as he did back then, Jesus walks close beside us. And just as those two pilgrims 

didn’t recognize Jesus or understand his story, many people today don’t know how close Jesus 

really is. It’s our task as a church to see Jesus beside us: to know him. And it’s our task as a 

church to help others see him: to make him known.  
 

That Bible verse at the bottom of the window, the one about them recognizing Jesus, is printed 

backwards if you look at it from inside the church. But that’s because it wasn’t meant for us to 

read. It’s there for those outside the church. We want our neighborhood, our world see Jesus. 
 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

  --Jesus (Matthew 28:19-20) 
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Sermons and Bible studies at Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

 

Marriage 

We make jokes about it. Some people aspire to it, others run from it. It’s the most enduring human 

institution on the planet and though every culture believes in it we see it abused and misunderstood 

everywhere. Marriage is here to stay. This month at Pilgrim we’ll explore the Bible’s teachings on 

marriage.  
 

April 7: In the beginning  . . .   

 Marriage is God’s idea from the very beginning. Understanding its roots helps us understand our 

relationship with one another and with our Creator.  

Genesis 2:18-25 
 

April 14: ‘til parted by death 

 In answer to a very modern sounding question about marriage, Jesus reaches back to the Genesis 

story of marriage’s roots and explains that God intended it to be a lifelong relationship.  

 And what if I’m not married? Is something “wrong” with me? In this teaching Jesus also 

explains that single life is also a godly alternative. 

Matthew 19:1-12 
 

April 21: Shameless 

 Is sex dirty and disgusting? Does God even care about it? We learn from Scripture that God is 

“pro-sex” and has some very straightforward words for husbands and wives.  

1 Corinthians 7:1-9 
 

April 28: Love and Respect 

 Does God call husbands and wives to different roles within marriage? Does God think of one as 

more important than the other? The Bible does speak differently to men and women, but calls on both 

husband wife to love the other. 
  

 

May 

5: Education Sunday 

12: Sermon and Bible study: Christian family (Mothers’ Day) 

19: Confirmation 

26: Sermon and Bible study: Christian family (Memorial Day weekend) 
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Keeping Your Focus 

 
“Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor 

the one who serves me.” –Jesus (John 12:26) 

 

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, 

because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 5:15) 

 

Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love 

 And break up your unplowed ground;  

For it is time to seek the Lord until he comes and showers righteousness on you. 

 (Hosea 10:12) 

 

Have you ever felt that life is so full of distractions and that there are such pulls on your time that you 

have lost your focus? As God’s stewards our goal is to live our lives for God’s purposes according to 

his grace. Getting our priorities straight and sticking to them is one of the most difficult tasks we face.  

 

It may be challenging but with God’s help it is possible to keep God at the center of our busy lives and 

to keep life’s diversions from consuming our time. We need to recognize that much of life is 

meaningless when compared to the time we spend in God’s word, prayer and worship. We may ask 

ourselves, “Does the way I live my life reflect the importance of my relationship with God?” “Does my 

faith help focus my life or does my faith get lost in the blur of the day to day routine?” Our goal is to 

“keep the main thing the main thing,” which is to love, serve, trust and obey our heavenly Father. 

 

Some questions to think about or discuss: 

What distractions are common to all of us? What distractions are unique to you?  

What does the Paul mean by “opportunity” in Ephesians 5:15 (quoted above)? 

What values guide your focus, decisions and actions? 

 

Prayer: 
Father, we thank you for the gift of life. Please grant us wisdom so we can see the foolishness of our 

own ways. Help us, Lord, to use our time wisely so that we may glorify you. Guide us in your path for 

Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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  April Birthdays    

Joe Bottensek    1 

Abram Johnson   1 

Anita Kurth   3 

Justin McGowan   3 

Christopher Wasley   4 

Steve Cambrice   5 

Linda Munson    8 

Anne Aune    9 

Viola Jensen    9 

Tarnue Jallah  10 

Ethel Goplen  12 

Arleen Swanson 12 

Paul Dahlin  14 

Robert Helmen 14 

Michael Noonan 16 

Dedra Huggar  17 

Deja Huggar  17 

Benjamin Anderson 19 

Caitlin Bandelin 19 

Dominique Huggar 19 

Blanche Odegard 19 

Connie Wasley 19 

Robert Gunderson 20 

Galen Sommer 20 

George Cattle  21 

Elaine Weber  21 

Timothy Holmgren 22 

Mia Puterbaugh 22 

Yeane Kiazolu  25 

Christen Sorensen 25 

Connie Bonde  26 

Rose Hoppenrath 26 

Shirley Scroggins 26 

Allen Geiselhart 27 

Lois Knutson  27 

Cynthia Sroga  28 

Leilla Penke  29 

Adam Heilman 30 

 

 

 April Wedding Anniversary  

  
  

Thomas & Anita Kurth      1 

Darrell & Karla Sampson    22 

Herbert & Eunice Johnson    23 

 

 

 
The promise of the resurrection was not written in books alone, but in every bud of spring time. 

 

We need Jesus for our eternal life. 

We need the Holy Spirit for our internal life. 

Jesus loves me, this I know! 

Jesus loves me, this I love! 

 

Beauty from Surrender 

The evidence of beauty from surrender can be viewed all around us in the newness of spring.  The struggle of 

spring always precedes growth. 
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Announcements   

 

Electronic News Letter 

Did you sign up for the electronic version of our monthly news letter but are not receiving it? If you 

answered yes to this question please get in touch with me. It is due to the way you signed up so I 

would like to get that fixed for you. Zoe Herzig 763-360-6150 

 

LOST AND FOUND 

Lost and found items are in a basket by the tracts in the narthex (1
st
 Avenue entrance) of the church.  

Call the church office at 612-825-5375 to inquire about lost and found items. 
 
 

Lock doors and turn off lights 

Pilgrim Church highly encourages the use of our facilities by groups: Pioneers, Ladies Guild, Bible 

Study, etc.  We ask for each group, upon leaving, to verify all lights are turned off and doors are shut 

tight.  Doors need to be checked by pulling on them as they may not lock unless forced shut.  

Numerous times staff members have arrived to find the doors not locked and lights left on.  Not 

checking the doors puts our property in danger of vandalism, theft and a host of other issues.  Leaving 

lights on causes additional funds to be sent to Xcel Energy that could have been used to spread the 

Gospel. 
 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 
Please pray for the United States military and the following enlisted and/or deployed service men and 

women:  Paul Bandelin, Errol Belanger, Justin Brandt, David Chernohorsky; Jason Fahey, Brent 

Hassler, Jennifer James, Nicholas Neumann, Andrew Rolston, Cory Williams, and John 

Zimmerman. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR OUR MEMBERS 
 

   People to pray for (Please call the church office if you would like a name added to this list.) 

Gerald Belsaas; Connie and Bill Bonde; Mabel Emde; Bob Florin; Brian Florin; Vi Gagnon;  

Ken Gostchock; Rebeccca Herzig; Jean Loescher; Rozetta Norman; Norma Seebach; and Pilgrim 

shut-ins. 
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Announcements  
Food Shelf  

The food shelf is especially in need of canned fish and meat, fruit, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, 

and cereal.  Any other food items that are useful to families are greatly appreciated!  Thank you for 

your kindness and generosity!  A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with 

the poor.  Proverbs 22:9                                                   

 

 

Hosting Personal events at pilgrim 

If you would like to host a personal event (baby shower, wedding shower, confirmation dinner, etc.) at 

Pilgrim, please contact Tam Bandelin in the church office at 612-825-5375 between the hours of 7:30 

a.m. and 1:30 p.m. (you can also leave a voice message).  You will be informed of availability, fees (if 

any), etc.  Thank you! 

 

Do YOU need a ride to Church? 

Or, do you know someone who would like to attend a worship service at Pilgrim but has no 

transportation?  Pilgrim is reaching out in love to bring all those who want to worship in person to our 

church on a Sunday morning.  The benefits of being present in God’s house, sitting with others, 

singing, praying and praising God are huge.  If you would like a ride to church one Sunday a month to 

attend the 10:30 a.m. Sunday worship service, please call Pastor Leyrer or Tam in the church office at 

612-825-5375.  A start-up date and pick-up schedule will be set up after we determine how many wish 

to come and where those people are located.  

 

Camp Croix weekend  

 

Now that we all have our 2013 calendars, mark the Date of August 16-18 for  

Camp Croix weekend.   A great weekend of fellowship, food, water activities, hiking, 

nightly games and camp fires. Come and enjoy the beauty that God has given us.  If you have  

been there you know how much fun it is and if you haven’t why not come this year.  More  

details to come when the time gets closer. 

               Any questions please ask  

              Jodi Nelson (612)861-1260 

 
 

 

Early risers’ bible study – all are welcome!  

All are welcome to join us for bible study every Tuesday morning from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m.  Coffee 

and refreshments are provided.  Digging into God’s word with fellow Christians is a great way to start 

the day! 
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Announcements  
 

 

Confirmation class of 2013 

 

Please pray for and reach out to our Pilgrim Confirmation Class of 2013.  The following young adults 

will be confirmed in the Lord on Sunday, May 19, 2013: 

Maya Cloud + Sarai Gostchock + Yeane Kiazolu + Adonis Sturdivant 

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer  

to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. ~ 1 Peter 3:15 
 
 

Cards and/or notes of encouragement requested 

 

Ken Gostchock was badly burned in a terrible explosion and fire last summer. As most of you know, 

we've been praying for his spiritual and physical well-being ever since. Many of you have never met 

Ken, and perhaps you won't on this side of heaven, but we certainly know and love the members of 

the Gostchock family that serve in our midst. Ken's mom, Joy, is asking the Pilgrim family to send 

cards or notes of encouragement to Ken at the address below. This tragic turn in Ken's life has been a 

real spiritual wake-up call and we praise God for that. Joy feels that right now Ken is feeling 

discouraged and some of the old doubts are coming back. As we continue to pray for Ken, a word of 

encouragement from some of us could really serve as God's instrument of blessing in his life. Thank 

you all for your love, care, and concern! 
Ken Gostchock 

Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Institute 

2323 North Lake Drive 

Room 8212 

Milwaukee, WI  53211 
 

Dedication of chancel candles  

A grateful Pilgrim Church thanks Bob and Lila Aske for their many years of "attending the chancel 

candles" which took much time and patience in cleaning, pouring oil and keeping straight (with a very 

special touch!) the 16 candles of Pilgrim's altar area. Pilgrim's new memorial candles with new 

technology will be dedicated this coming April 14th, 2013 in the two morning worship services. Once 

again, thank you Bob and Lila for your 'labour of love'. 
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Pilgrim Rummage Sale 

Ladies Guild will be having their annual Rummage sale June 13
th

 – 15
th

, Sign up information will be 

posted next month. Any questions please contact Zoe Herzig @763-360-6150 

 

Please follow Guidelines for rummage sale donations: 

 

Drop Off dates: May 31st until June 12
th

  (If you wait until the 12
th 

  please have it dropped off by 

Noon that day. Call Church office ahead of time to make sure somebody is there to let you into the 

School. All Items can be placed in the hallway by the bathrooms. Any questions please call Zoe 

Herzig @ 763-360-6150.** please note there is a small limited space in the old shower area in the 

girls bathroom located in the school building to drop off donations if you simply cannot wait until 

May 31
st
.  

 

Sale Dates:   

 June 13
th

  8:00 am – 5:00 pm – Pre-Sale ($2 at the door) 

 June 14
th

  8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

 June 15
th

  8:00 am – 3:00 pm (Bag day $5 per bag) 

 

We accept:  

¶ Clean, gently-used clothing (all kinds:  men, women, children, Infants and toddler, 

winter, summer, etc.) 

¶ Shoes, Boots, Skates all sizes 

¶ Books, Magazines, Records, CD’s, DVD’s, VHS tapes,  

¶ Household items:  small appliances (They MUST Work) , dishes, linens, knick knacks, 

decorations, etc. 

¶ Furniture:  chairs, small-medium size tables, lamps, small chests, Sofa etc.  

¶ Tools:  garden, auto, electric 

¶ Exercise equipment:  bikes, treadmills, weights, etc. 

¶ Office supplies:  paper, pens/pencils, folders, small storage units, 

¶ Jewelry 

We will not accept: 

¶ Large appliances  

¶ TV’s  

¶ Microwaves 

¶ Waterbeds 

¶ Clothing and items in poor condition (stained, torn, broken) 

¶ Computers/Printers 

¶ Computer Monitors 
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Announcements   
 

   

Thanks to Carl Bloedel 

We will have a special Coffee Plus 5 in honor of Carl Bloedel’s 30 years of dedicated service to the 

Lord at Pilgrim and to wish him God’s blessings in his new home in Mankato.  We will also celebrate 

Bob Helmen’s birthday!  Please join us! 

 

Christian life ministries needs your help 

Christian Life Ministries would be so grateful for your help!  They are always in need of diapers, 

wipes, new and gently used baby clothes and baby items such as strollers, etc.  Please bring your 

donations to the church office (set them outside the door), and Tam will store them in the church 

office and eventually take them to Christian Life Ministries, located in Little Canada.  Thank you so 

much for your willingness to participate in this life-saving and life-changing ministry. 
 

 

June 10-21 southwest u.s. tour opportunity 

A limited number of seats remain for the Martin Luther College Alumni Association’s annual tour.  

Open to all WELS members, the tour will, Lord willing, depart from Minneapolis on a 10-day journey 

to California, Nevada, and Arizona.  MLC Prof. Earl Heidtke will serve as guide, with highlights to 

include:  San Diego, LA/Hollywood, Solvang, Las Vegas, Hoover Dam, the Grand Canyon, and 

beautiful Sedona.  Daily devotions, fellowship with like-minded believers, and expert guide insights 

add to the enjoyment.  Call Steve Balza at 507-217-1731 or visit www.mlc-

wels.edu/alumni/events/2013-alumni-tour to learn more. 

 

Cookbook opportunity 

Be part of something new at Pilgrim! The Touche Flemings Banquet committee is looking for your 

finest recipes to be part of a cookbook that will be sold to raise money for the Pilgrim school tuition 

assistance fund. Cookbooks make great Christmas or birthday presents and you can never have too 

many! We want as many recipes as possible to make this a true Pilgrim collaboration. Please submit 

your recipes to Heather McAghon at hmcaghon@gmail.com by March 7th.  Thank you, and happy 

cooking!  

 

Wels western regional hand bell festival 

Praising God through the Musical Art of Hand bells 

April 14, 2013 at 2 p.m. Zumbrota Mazeppa High School Gym Zumbrota, MN 

~ Hosted by Christ Lutheran Church Zumbrota ~ 

Over 80 ringers ringing over 150 bells celebrating the whole church year 
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Announcements  
 

Sixteen day tour of “The Best of China 

Pastor James Humann, retired WELS pastor, and part-time teacher at Evergreen Lutheran High 

School in Des Moines , WA , invites you to join him and fellow WELS members on a sixteen day tour 

of “The Best of China , including a 4-day Yangtse River Cruise.” The tour leaves from the West Coast 

on June 24, 2013 and returns July 9, 2013. We’ll visit Beijing , Xian, Wuhan , Yichang, Chongquing, 

Canton and Hong Kong . In China you’ll see the Great Wall , explore the Forbidden City, see  some 

of the thousands of life-size terra cotta warriors and horses, enjoy a  four day cruise on the Yangtse 

River, taste fabulous food, and experience some of the best shopping in the world in Hong Kong. For 

a colorful brochure describing the daily itinerary, tour conditions and cost, please e-mail Pastor 

Humann at JHumann383@aol.com or call 253-839-9055. Be sure to include your name and mailing 

address.   

 

 
Malice in the palace! Spring Musical – April 26th 

Kings, Queens, corrupt advisors, daring heroines--you'll see them all in Pilgrim Lutheran School's 

spring musical production of Malice in the Palace--The Story of Esther.  Come and support our 

students as they glorify God through the use of their talents in this story of suspense, intrigue, 

betrayal, and love.  Our showtimes are Friday April 26th at 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 

28th at 1:00 p.m.   

 

We also need your help!  Below is a list of items we need to make our production a reality.  If you 

have or are willing to donate any of the items below, please talk to Mr. or Mrs. Hartzell.  Thanks!  

 Luke Hartzell 

 

King and queen crowns 

Thick, black framed glasses 

Quill pens (2) 

One pair cat eye glasses 

Stick horse 

Toy horn 

Gold jewelry (necklaces and bracelets) 

Throne (a large, sturdy, high backed wooden chair or something of the sort) 

One can each silver and gold spray paint 

Monetary donations, we are already well over our $250 budget! :) 
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     What’s happening at Pilgrim Lutheran School….  

 

Spring Cleaning 
  

Spring cleaning is Saturday, April 13th, M.O.V.E will send youth to assist us on this day from 9:30AM 

to Noon. Please join us in this cleaning endeavor.  

 

Spring Musical 
 

The school musical, Malice in the Palace, is based on the story of Esther. Luke & Jen Hartzell are 

directing the musical, and Dawn Johnson is the accompanist. Performance times are as follows:  

  

Friday, April 26
th

 – 1:00 PM 

                                 6:00 PM 

 

 Sunday, April 28
th

 – 1:00 PM 

 

2013/2014 Enrollment 
 

We are now enrolling in the 2013/2014 school year. Our best advertisement is word of mouth. Please 

continue to pray for and promote our ministry and Pilgrim Lutheran Church and School.  
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 Up Coming Events at St. Croix Lutheran High School 

Mid-Winter Band Concert March 3, 2013 

St. Croix's Crusader Band will present a concert in the Chapel on Sunday, March 3, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. There is 

no admission charge, and the public is invited. 

Twin Cities Fine Arts Festival  

Annual Fine Arts Festival for grades 5-8, Saturday, April 13, 2013. 
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FAMILY FUN TIME 
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CHILDRENS FUN TIME 
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